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Cyphex/OTP DEPARTMENTAL No, 1,

FROM GENOA TO FOREIGN OFFICE,

His lajesty's Consul-General.
No, 37. D, 9,50 a.,m, 13th August, 1947,

12th August, 1947. R. 12,05 p.m. 13th August, 1947,

Repeated to Rome (Saving),

5353
SECRET,

Your telegram No, 57,

nggds senior surveyor has personally inspected
vessel with member of my staff and reports that the
wood between the deck has been removed but that
beams and other steel work appertaining to that
deck are still in place, though the owner assures
us they too will be removed before the vessel
leaves Genca, delay in doing so being due to
negotiations over price asked for by local firm
for undertaking work, Installation of eight
latrines is not being carried out and what work

is being done does not suggest vessel is being
converted to 1llegal traffic, Lloyds surveyor
definitclK confirms this impression but does not
exclude the possibility of such having been in
mind earlier on, Cebin accommodation maximum

cepacity 12 [gp. undec: ?passengers],

2, Owner has produged copy of letter sent
by him on lay 28th to Peninsular [sic] liediterranean
Conference London offering vessel for liediterranean
interport hire also copies of corresgondenc@ with
accepted Marseilles agents on the subject of frelghts
for llediterrsnean Levant ports to show he is in

ood faith and that cherter or ssle of vessel for

1legal Jewish immigration never entered his mind,

Runours of Au%ust sailin% from ilarsellles are
presumably attributable to those nzgotlations,

5, In spite of my tele%rams os, 256 and 26
(which were based on information from now somewhat
discredited source), I do not think vessel need be
further held under suspicion snd would suggest lifting
arrest, As safeguard vessel will be inspected again
by Lloyds surveyer before she leaves Genoa and 1
details of cargo, passengers and destination reported
te you, Gas natos and Potamianos are leaving for

London for interview with you,
[Copy sent to iliddle Bast Secretariat].
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Repeated to Reme Ne, 252 Saving.

r

Your telegran Ne, 57 [of 18th Augusts
Jewish illegel immigratien]. o
g ewners are ceming te Lenden we intend
te defer decisien until after eur mesting

with them,
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
PARIS.

11§h1§ugust,l9h7.
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With the Compliments
of His Magesty's Embassy.

Eastern Department,

Pordign Office, S.W.l.
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British Zmbassy,

72/628/47

11th August, 1947,

Circular Noi 44 to Consular Missions ati-
) S

Bordeaux  .:' Nantes
_Lille Nice
Lyon . : Rouen
Marseilles Straspourg
Touleouses :

Dear Consulate/Consulate-ireneral,

PRESIDENT WARFLIILD

Mainly because the situation changed so rapidly from day to day, 1t
has not been possible until now to kesp you generally informed about this

unfortunate affair,

2 Attached is a record of the various stages in this case, which, though
prepared for our own purposes, may be usefull as background for discussions with
the presse Please note, however, that the contents of the paragraphs numbered
as follows should not in any circumstances be disclosed:-

Noe. 335 - Last three sentences from "We remindedesss™

Noe 332
No. 10-27

e In general, it may be said that the "rench Government have failed in

their specific undertakings to us in allowing the passengers to embark: in a ship
which they had agreed was not entitled to carry passengers and in failing to
prevent the ship from sailing. lioreover, their administrative inefficiency
hag been such, e.g. in failing to check up on the visas, that it clearly amounts
to a violation of the spirit of our previous understandings; and the sympa thy
shown to the illegal immigrants by many Prench authorities has outstandingly

coutributed to the blackening of our name in the rench press.

L. - As 2 result of our strong representations, the French Government
way now appreciate how strongly we feel about what has happened; but it would

be rash to count on a greater degree of co-operation in the future.

Se Unless further persuasion - to which French official action may

contribute = is successful in inducing the passengers to disembark, the ships
will sail for a further destination, which will in any case not be Gyprus or

Palestine,
6. Trom a publicity point of view it is important to bring out the
following: - ' '

British Goverument actions have in every case been taken
after close consultation with the Pronch Government, and

specific French Government undertakings to assist us have
been broken.

The PRESIDENT WARFIELD is a classic case of the inhumanity

of the traffic in Jewish refugeess  This is illustrated by
the fact that 4,500 Jews, including women and children, vere
sent in the PRESIDENT WARFIWLD of a net tonnage of 2,600,
whereas ths net tonna.e of the three ships in which they were
returned was 13,600, hioreover the President varfield .

held no certificate to carry passengers.
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() The Prench authorities took no steps to interfere
with the embarkation nor to check the visas. |

(@) At considerable risk of 1life and great discomfort,
the passengers in the PRESIDENT WARFIALD have
completely failed to attain their objective.

e The information contained in the attached document should
obviously be used in such a way that an official British source is not
disclosed, and actual dates of letters should not be quoted.

8, Our policy in dealing with Resolutions sent to the Ambapsador
- on the subject: has been.as a rule to disregard them. Individual letters,
however, are being dealt with on their merits. i -
& Yours ever,

CHLANCERY,
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No. 270

Mr. Tennant

1. The following is an account of the
"president Warfield" eplcode.

2. H.E. wrote on 2lst March to M, Bidault
inviting "the French Government to take urgent and effect~
ive gteps without delay to prevent further departures of
illegal immigrants from French ports", He added that

H.M.G., Yeonfidently expect the full cooperation of the

French Government in the spirit of the newly-~signed alliance".

The letter also requested that Anglo-~French conversations

should start immediately.

3. By Note of the 17th April to the Ministry
of Foreign Affaivs, we placed on record information given
verbally by Mr, Ashley Clarke to the effect that the
"president Warfield" was st Marseilles, and was destined

for this traffic.

4o Marseilles reported to us that this vessel,
which arrived at M:rseilles on April 15th, left in bsllast
nominally for Alexandria on April 21st.

24th April she arrived at La 3pezia.

5, M. Teitgen replied on 24th April to H.,E's
letter of the 21st Morch stating that the Internationsl
Gonvention for tha Safety of Life at Sea of 3lat May,1929
and the French law of the 15th June 1933 on the same subject
hed always been applied in French ports, This conirol would
now be tightened, in perticular es regards the "President

Worfield" (which M, Teitgen thought was still ot Merseilles),

Purther, the French Government was instructing all prefects
not to issue any French exit visas on collective psgsportis

without prior verification by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and the Embassies and Legations concernad of the

validity of the visas of ultimste destination possaessed by
tha would-be emigrants.

Rome telegram No,1082 of 12th Mey reportis

that the Italians produced photographs of the ship, which
showed clearly that she was a river or lake vessel emtirealy

unsuited for nevigetion on the open 503, The ghip had
arrived with & cartificate of cea~worthiness issued by the

burcau Veritas et New‘Yoik (co§f1r$ed by Veritag at .

i rict er r senge in
gﬁgeeiélggz&nwgéonhxefgradeegr coaseaf? ggag%gc‘ng gﬁe
ocould thus be refuged cleerance for the open sea and re-
aquired to return coastwise to her last port of csll,i.e.
Marseilles.

7. The "President arfield" applied at Porto
Vvenere for 150 tons of fuel oil on 26th Mey.

on 23rd May she was given only 8 tons of

6,

fucl oil,

8. H.M, Embassy wrote on the 29th May to M.
Bousquet placing on record the main points of the Anglo-
Pronch discussions of the 12th May.

(a) the measures promised in M. Teitzen's letter of the
24th April were rccalled:

would be teken to prevent passage of clen-

b) measuwcs
() ts through French zonc of Germany. 0

destine immigran
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N0.3394

2.

Ce By Note of l4th June we inforwued Ministey

of Foreign Affairs that the "President Warfield® had

now left the port of Spezia (it actusally left on the
12th June). e pointed out that owing to the co-
operation of the Italian authorities this vessel

had been held up at Spezia for some weeks (since 26th
April) and had been limited by the Italian suwthorities
to cosstwise movement on account of the nature of her
certificate of sea-worthiness. We informed the Ministry

that H.M.G, attached the very highest importance to

stopping this ship, which had the largest capscity of eny
vessel at present engaged in the illegal immigration
traffic to Pelestine, andw urged that the French
Government use their utmost endeavours to take effective
action to hold her and tYo obstruct her further movement,

10, By semi~official letter we informed the
Ministry that the "President Warfield" arrived at
Port de Bouec on the l4th June.

11, On 16tn June we were able to telegraph to

the ¥.0, & verbal statement by the Ministry of PForeign
Affairs that the French Merchant Merine suthorities had
taken immediate steps to hold the vessel at Port de

Boue, that they had already indications that syrangements
on board for safety of life at sea were unsatisfactory
and that they had also noted that her certificate of
sea-worthiness was velid only for coastwise traffie.

12, By semi-official letter of the l8th June we
informed the Ministry of a report from H.M.C.G,
Marseillos, to the effect that the Prefecture at
Marseilles informed H,M,C.G, on the 15th June that the
local Inscription Maritime had been instrueted to
prevent the departure of the "President Warfleld" if
possible. The Prefecture had Instructed the Commissariat
to wotch out for any possible embarkation, We expressed
our concern on hesring that the vessel had moved on the
16th June to Caronte for bunkers, and added that needless
to say we hoped most strongly that no bunkers would be
granted to her. The Ministry had undertaken imnmediately
$0 take steps to ensure that all ports in the South

of Prance, and &n particular Stte, were informed thet
she might move from Caronte at any moment, and should

te instpucted to hold her and prevent any embarketion.
We reminded the Ministry of the co-operation which we
had recelived from the Italian suthorities who, efter
delaying the vessel for a considerable time had her
shadowed when she left Porto Venere by an Italian wer-
ship until a British wership wes eble to take over.

We neturally hoped that we should be able to count on
the French Navy for similar co-operation if the vessel
should succeod in sailing. (The Ministry took up this

‘yequest for en escort from the French Navy with

M, Bidewlt, but nothing came of it.

13, By semi-pfficial letter of the 19th June

we informed the Ministry that H.M, Destroyer
ufpissenden" was due off Merseilles on the 20th June

%o take over from the French escort, which we trusted
the French Government would have been able to serrsange
pending the arrival of the "Brissenden',

14, M. Bousquet wrote to Mr, Ashle{301arke on the

! his agreement to a translation of
A A o 20th May which was

r, Ashlay Clerke's letter of the
" v slightly/
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N0,403

3.
slightly different from the original (see document 308) .

15, By Note of the 28th June to the Ministry of
Foreign Affzirs we expressed concern of His Mejesty's
Government on learning that "Presldent Warfield" had
recelved 315 $ons of oil bunkers from the French firm

-"Compagnie Frongalse de Raffinage la Mede" and that the
S

vesgsel's Veritas certificate had been amended as follows
"permission grented to proceed to Black Sea without

freight or passengers ond in fine weather!., We pointed

out that this appeared highly suspicious and asked thet the
French Government toke steps 3o prevent the vessel from
leaving at any rote until it had been possible to ascer-
tain the truwe facts eoncerning her destination and voyage.

16. On 27th June, Mr. Bevin wrote to M. Bidault
rominding him that he had raised with him during their stay
in Moseow the guestion of Jewish illegel immigration and
referring to the subsequent Anglo-French discussions. He
referred in particular to the "President Warfield" which
had an estimeted capacity of 2,000, He said that the
arrivsl of this number of illegal immigrants in Palestine
would gravely endsnger the peace of that country and of the
Middle East. He asked that M, Bidault give his most
sympathetic consideration t% the representations which he
had received from this Embassy with regard to the control

of this wvessel,

17, On the 5%h July we wrote a semi-officlal letter
to the Ministwy referring to Mr. Bevin's letter and
pointing out that when the clause "in fine weather" is
included in certifiectes of sea-worthiness issued in the

United Xingdom, a haprbour master has the power 1o forbid
spiling if he thinks thet the weather is insufficiently
fing., We pointed out that this geve the French author-
itles unlimited posgibilities of preventing the ship from
sailing even in bellast on the pretext of unfavourable

waather forecads,
lg. By Note of the 10th July we informed the

Ministry of our informationto the gffact that on the 9th
July at 16,00 hours the “President Warfield" left Port

de Bouc for Sdte where she began embarking several

thousand passengers, H.M,C.G. Marseilles had protested

to the Préfet of the department of Hérault end to the

local Inscription Maritime asking that the vesgael should
be prevented from leaving. We agsked that the vessel should
be held and that such passengers as might habe baeen

ombarked should at once be removed.

19, Our telegram No.67 to Marseilles reports that
on the 10th July we irmedistely protested most styrongly
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs who informed us that

ag a result of instructions to locsl authorities the
vessel was held and the pessengers would be forced to dis-
eombark. The Ministry of Foreign Affalrs informed us that
they and the Ministry of Transport hed in mind that since
the vessel's clespance certificate was limited to fine
weather with no passengers she could not legally embark

passengers,
20, During the night of the 10th and the 1lth
although the Inscription Maritime of Shte on instructions

fyrom the Inscription Meritime of Marseilles had placed
guards on the quay to prevent the vessel from casting off,

she cut hep ropes and seided,
(wo/
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Yo.409

Yo .427

N0.458

No.46)

40

(we have had no
were 2llowed to boerd

explonotion a3 to why passengers

the vessel at all, nor why they

not immediately made to disembark).

21,
expressing his dismay at
alliance between our two

On the l2th July Mr. Bevin agein

this news.
countries and

were

wrote %o M,Bidault
He referred to the
the feect that the

Polestine problem was subjudice &t the United Nations., He

asked what would be the

§f His Majesty's Government should fegilitate the

somo territory for which

ponsible of & number of elem

peace there.

feeiings of the French Government
arrivel in

the French government were res-

ents calculated %0 disturb the

(In this connection it is interesting to note that

Polestine reported -~ see
a tetal of 242 terrorist
as illegal immigrants).
gtances "I must protest
which have been granted
request that the French

France with ell the passengers on board
ments can be made to cause the “"Presiden

22,

On 12th July Mr.
that we intended to make an axample of this 8

document 264 -~ that

on the 22nd May

s were known to have entered Palestine
My, Bevin said that in the eircum-
most sirongly ageinst the fecilities
to the "President waprfield" end I
Government should reodmit her to

Bevin informed M,

o8 sSooll a8 arrange- .
t Warfield" to return.

Bidault verbally
hip by obliging

her %o return vo 2 French port with 2ll her passengers, and
he counted on the French to cooperate by receiving her baeck
and disembarking the passengers. M. Bidawlt agreed to this.

Ramadier who was

On the same day Mr. Revin sew M.
iry into the

1ess forthcoming, but vndertook to moke an enqw
departure of the vaessel,

Phe Ministry of Foreign Lffeirs informed us on 16th
July that M, Bilault had dgcided not to lay the requests
contained in M. Bevin's letter of 12th July, before the
Council of Ministers, but to toke them up with the Prime
Minister, The Ministry had now mode it clear that M,Bidault's
wnderteking could not be regar French

ded as a decision by the
Government unless and until M. Remadier confirmed it.

t the passengers

The Interior said on 21st July tha
of individuel pasaports beering valid

23,
were in possesaion
Colombisan visas isgued by the Consul

Oon 21st July M. Bousquet informed H.M,Minister
that as the immigrents hed left with individual passports
bearing velid Colombien visas, the French Government would
agk His Majesty's Government to arrange for the immediste
onward journey to Colombia sfter refuslling at villefranche.

~General, Marseilles,

We learnt eventually on
counsellor that the Jewish orgenisation OSE (Organisa
de Secours Aux Enfants), which was responsible for em-
papkation on the "President warfield" asked the Préfet of
the Rhdna for individual tpavel documents for whole party
and presented dooument purporting to come from Colombian
consulate at Marseilles, staoting that visas for Colombia
would be granted, Préfet raferred to Ministry of the
Interior, who authorised issue of travel decuments.
Colombian Consulate neither gave the dosuments presented by
03E to Préfet nor issued any visas. (oOnly 132 have been
granted by him since 18t Januery). consequently document

and visas were forged. Colombian Government had no
intent ion/
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8.

intention of admitting these Jows to Colombis, Colombian
Embassy hed officislly requested the Froneh Government to

make an investigetion.

24, On 24th July after personsl intervention of H.E,
Gouncll of Ministers decided that the threg British trans-
porss would be admitted to a French port, though no
mesgures would be taken %o oblige the passemngers to lend,
though prepawetions would be made to feed and core for

them if they do land,

2§'d T™he following publieity pointg might¢ be borm in
mind: -

(&) Reference to the U,N,0, resolutien requesting ell
governments snd peoples to refrein pending sction Ly the
@oneral Assembly on the report of the Specisl Gommittes
on Pelestinag, from the threat or use of force or any
othey agtion which might create an atmosphere prejudiciesl
to an eerly settlement of the question of Palestine (Mr,
Bevin's lattar of the 27th June to M, Bidault).

(b) Inhumanity of shipping 4500 souls inoluding women
and ohildyen in a lake or river vessel with 2 certificate
valid only Tor a Jjournsy in fine weather and with no
paasengera; Ainhumenity, which is illustrated by the fact
that even wndeyr over-ecrowded conditions of troop trems-
ports in wor %ime a ship like the "President Warflield"
would only have carried 700 men at the most. Again the

"Nueen Elizabeth" carries only helf the number of
passengors whioch the "President Worfield" carried, end

Shen with egple lifc-soving equipment. Further, %0 bring
thede passengePs back to Frénce we have provide& thyee
ships, eseh Of whieh is lawper than the “Presidens

wapflicld®,
G.A. CROSSLEY

5th_Angust, 1947.
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15 AUG 1947
Cypher/0TP DEPARTIHENTAL NO. 2.

FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

e Bﬁlf‘ur ‘ D. 9.19 Pelie 14th August 19470
Neoe 44:71 Re 3,30 a.m. 156th AuguSt 1947.

14th August 1947.
Repeated to Jerusalen.

vVvYy

TiPORTANT,

SHECRET.
Pglestine.

It has been suggested here that censideratien is
being given in Lenden te the pessibility ef returning
illegal immigrants frem the President Warfield te the

British zene ef Germany.

2. I de not knew whether there is any feundatien
whatever fer this suggestion. But I feel hound te

peint out that the fercible return ef these peeple te
the country which was se recently the scene of the werst
anti-semitic atrecities weuld almest certainly cause a
wave of American indignatien, spreading censiderably
beysnd the nermal circle of Zienist agitaters.

3. 7Uhilst reluctant te add further difficulties te &

complex preblem I think it right te enter a caveat
against pessible actien which might have unfaveurable

repersussiens at a delicate stage of Angle-American
relatiens. ' |
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Registry A
No. l§7Q£¥27{&;;;;

Secret.

I

Your telégrém No. L4471 and my telegram
A38S"  to Berlin.
Palestine

TTTTT1

r

;E;rom the moment at which the refoulement

of th€ President Warfield's passengers was first S
XL [ '} & aml-—wfu&fl&"i.. e

considered, I have e

e ﬂb probable rep@rcussions of our policy in the

o United States. This was of course taken into

IN THIS MARGIN.

“account when we reached the decision conveyed

in my telegram under reference to Berlin, but

#’3#"—, that decision has again been examined in "th'ev xxx §
175’ light of your telegram No. L4L71. ':‘

301440 GNO0I3Y J118Nd 3IHL 0 LHDI¥AJOD
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2. The fact is that we have no alternative

NOONOT

but to send these people to the Britiéh Zone.
Bl If we were to take them to Cyprus now, we should f -k
Cordor= | have suffersd a major defeat in our wma iy
Cypher. .

- wn?.uor\— against the traffic in illegal

- | immigrants, dhe consequences of which might
&74/(. . & be iptolerable for the Palestine Government.

We cannot leave them indefinitely on the
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Distribution :—

transports at Port dé Boﬁc. The only territory
under Brii:ish jurisdiction in which accommodatior

Copies 1o : is now available and to which it is poln.tically |

I1I possible to send them is the British Zone of

Germany.

3. Everything possible will be done to-

mitigate the effect of this decision upon
public/

(13556) Wt. 43697-140 160m 3/47 G.S.St. Gp 620




public opinion in the United States and

elsewhere. In particular, we shall do

our best to retain the initiative on the

publicity fronti, by keeping our decision

secret until we are ready to announce it

I

PN

in our own terms. The text of the

communiqué}which we propose to issue U48

hours before the convoy leaves Port de Bouc:

EREREE

will be telegraphed to you, if possible“_c

P

in time for you to - comment onleheee'

i

terms. —
, <« :
& M. As you will see from my telegram under

reference to Berlin, there is still a chance
that the Jewish Agency, who will be approached
simultaneously with the release of the
communiqué: may agree to co-operate in

pursuadihg the passengers to land at Port

371440 ON0J3¥ 3178Nd IHL 40 LHDI¥AJOD

de Bouc. [Even if they Xxxxt sail to

f/Iég i:):iqua

.

Hemburg there is{further possibility that-

NOGNO1

the French Government may agree to receive
them agross the land frontier from the Briti

Zone, which would thus not be their final

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN IN TH\i MARGIN.

destination;
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Secret,
Cypher/OTF, | DEP ARTMENTAL NO, 2.

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON, -

S

No, 8281
M
¢ De 9025 pole 16th August, 1947,

18th August, 1947,
Repeated to Jerusalem.

DMEDIATE,
SECRET.

Your telegram No.4471 and ny telegram No.2588 to
Berlin,

Palestine.

From the moment at which the refoulement of the
President Warfield's passengers was first considered,
tantly in mind the probable

I have had fully and cons y
g of our policy in the United States. This

Trepercussion
was of course taken into sccount when we reached the

decision conveyed in m{ telegram under reference to
Berlin, but that decislon has 2i;in been exsmined inm
the light of your telegram No. 1,

9. The fact is that we have no alternative but to
send these people to the British Zone. If we were to

take them to Cyprus now, we should have suffered a
major defeat in our campaign against the traffic in
111egal immigrants, the comsequences of which might be

intolerable for the Palestine Government, We cenno
ts at Port de

legve them indefinitely on the transpor
Boue, The only territory under British urisdietion in
which accommodation is now qval 1able and te which it is

olitically pessible to send them is the British Zone of

eIrmany.

3 Everythin§ ogsible will be done to mitigate the
effect of this decIsien upen publie opinion in the
United States and elsewhere. In particular, we shall de
our best to retain the initiative on the publicity frent,
by kecpin§ our decision secret until we are rea )

t The text of the communiqué,

announce in our own terms.
sue 48 hours befere the convey

which we propese to is
legves Port de Bouc will be telegraphed io you,
pessible in time for you te comment on its terms.

4, One argument which will be used in the cemmuniqué,
and which you will no doubt wish to emphasise in yeur

supperting publicity, is that these illegal immigrants
hﬁgg beergegfered ﬂ%ﬁ itality in France, and tha% if they
go to Hamburg they will de se by their own cheice.

- Od...F
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B, As you will sec frem telegran under
reference te Berlin, there is still a chance that
the Jewish A engi whe will be aggr@achcd L
sinultaneausiy th the release the cemmuiiqué,
may agrée to ceeeperate in purduading the passengers
to land at Pert de Beuc. Zven if they sall te Hamburg
there is the further pessibility that the French
Gevernmént may agree te_receive them acress the .
land frentier frem the British Zene, which weuld
thus not be thelr final destinatien,
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Fellowing for Yrafford Smith from Stewart, Regins.

It may be of interest to you to know thatl a lecal

3OUICEe, Whom we have peason 0 suppose 48 favourasly

. hag ssked whethey it would not be pcs&ible oy
cdmmigrents {rom the PRESIDENT WARFILLD $¢ De offered
' K?ngdovv His moiive sppesred to be
wudos and apprecliation which France
ut the world as 2 resuli of het much
) n&ﬂm in this matter and %o indicete %
L oon wowﬂé and increase in presiige of HoM. G
might e o Toliow & gestuvse of nnlg pature.
c*'@au?we Lven non-commital reply.
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The United Stetes Anbassador telephoned this morning
to say that he had received a telegran from the State
Department sbout the removal of the Jewish refugaess from
Port du Boue to Germany. The telegram indicated that
our sction was causing great disturbance in the United
States and that protests were piling W in the State
Department. The United States Government were afraid
that the British position in the United States might de
seriously prejudiced.

Secondly Mr. Douglas said that General Clay, who
418 in London, thought that our astion was not strictly
in accordsnce with the Bi-zonmal Agreement. To this I

demurred.

I told ¥r. Douglas that, as the ships had sailed
from France, I did not sees what posasibility there could
be of alternative action. Nowever, 1 would ecertainly
huve the situation examined in the light of his
representations.

»

3ouaiafay
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gton telegram Wo. 8578,
Roger Makins
23rd August, 1947.
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that we have today asked the French

ake the Jews into France from the
their arrival there and that this

vash
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I will add
approach will be made public in the papers tomorrow.
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BRITISH EMBASSY,
PARIS.

e

11th August, 1947.

With the Compliments
of His Magjesty’s Embassy.

row m B et VRIS e VN

¥ b

E 7499 |

321440 QN¥OJ3¥ 3178Nd 3IHL 40 LHD 14AL0D

e 23 LAT

Eastern Department,
Foreign Office, S.W.1l.
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Bxtraits d'un rapport des sutorités britamnni
sujet des informations obtenues des passagers du "PRESIDENT WARFIETY

1. Les passagers &talent d'une fagon générale originaires de
1'Europe du Nord et de 1'Est.

2. Certeins pessagers avalent d6Jd été en Palestine.

3., L'8ge moyen des pessagers &teit de 256 ans environs. Beaucoup
d'entre sux &taient instruits et appartenaient 2 la petite classe
moyenne., Il y avait &galement un certein nombre d'artisens. Il 7
avait une particulidrement hsute proportion 4'enfents dont beaucoup
8taient ssns famille et dont les parents devalent "les rejoindre

plus terd".

4., TL.es bageges donneient la preuve d'une orgenisation déteillée
derridre 1'immigretion. Chaque adulte transporteit un vrel sac de
voyage sutour dugnel étalent uniformément attachfes deux ou trols
couvertures de 1'armée eméricaine. Le sac de voyage contenait un
ou plusieurs costumes, des chasussures et autres nécesseires, le
tout presqgue neuf et de bonne qualité. L'xﬁgnipement donnait
1'impression d'avolr &t& distribuéd plutdt qu'assemblé au hesard.

I

rTTTTT]

F

6. I1 y avait trols routes principales sulvies par les passegers
jusqu'su zones d'attente sutour de Marseille.

(a) paer trains spécisux & travers 1'Europe depuls 1l'Est.

(b) r convols routiers pour les voyages plus‘courts par-
ticulidrement depuls 1l'Europe du Nord et du Nord Ouesti.

(e) Par voyages en train individuels depuls les divers centres
de transit tels que le Quartier G&néral Sioniste de 1'Avenue de
la Grende Armée (Etoile) & Paris. Dens ce cas le centre de trensit
fournisseit sux julfs les billets de chemin de fer et leur donnait
1'gdresse d'un centre suquel ils devaient se rendre 3 leur arrivée

3 Marseille.

Dens le cas d'envol d'importants groupes de Jjuifs partant
ensemble de camps de personnes déplaces en se dispense des
formelités de billets et le voyage est orgenisé d'une fagon plus
militaire avec des billets collectifs: une contremarque a &té

touvé pour confirmer cecl.

301440 Q40234 3178Nd IHL 40 LHD1¥A40D
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6. Quelques uns des groupes de voysgeurs, dont chaoun &tait
composé de 250 personnes environ, &talent escortés b travers la
France par train. (Un tresin entier au moins chengea de train &
Toulouse qul &tait aussie un lteu de relliement pour un certain
nombre de Lithuesniens et & son arrivée 3 ou prds de Marsellle fut

transbordd directement dans des camions).

7. Un certaein nombre de franhgeis, y inclus plusieurs gendarmes
particulidrement "polis et complsisants" esssistdrent & 1'embarque-
ment sur le "President Werfield". Ceci prit environ 4 ou 5 heures.
et le Masire isradlite de Sdte en fut témoin. Celui-ol fut )
d'gilleurs connu pour avoir pris une lerge part dens 1'organisetion
et la réalisstion de 1'opération. }

8. Environ 10 minutes avant 1'entrée dens la zone d'&migration du
port de Sbte chague Julf regut un "Etat-Civil" forgé et une carte
d'identit8é sur lesquels les photogrephies et les descriptions
n'avaient asucune ressemblence avec celuil qul les portait. Ces
documents furent distribuds psr paquets de 60 sans discriminetion
et furent ensuite ramassés par les chefs de groupes. Cecl semble
avolr &te fait pour que la Gendarmerie 3 1l'entrée du port pulsse au

moins B;E%EEéEEE_EBEEEﬂnﬁﬂE:,,Un Juif dit: "Je n'avais m8me pas
equf t 's e regarder la mlenne, sussle vous pouvez pender
comblen j'ei &t8§ heureux qu'ils n'aient pas demand§ mon nom";
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e Wlﬁh reference to

"July 1947, T have the hohour to feﬂnrt that I have

~ received an anonymous warning 1et+er presumably from a.
‘Tewish source, coﬁy of Whlch is enclosed herewith for

 yonP 1nformatlon.

2. SR Thls letter came throuoh Aw@rloan Arng Post mf¢1ce
Wo,.757, franked with an’ American starm. T therefore. showedg'
the orlolmal for inspection. +to the Awmerican S Security SR
anthorities, who have retained 1t as ther state 1t was .

and that they would

written on an American tyﬁewrlter
o its origin, which they

institute 4qinvestigations as %
thlnk may be the Jewish D.P. Camﬂ at . W@llshelm.

uawded a cony of the Varnxno Let er

5; - T have also
mlnlstrat1ve ,ommandant

to Bril nadler Patrick, vaﬁlqh Ad
G.J.G., ﬁraﬂifnr+ .

A cony of this despatch
Mr., 881 Political

4, arid enclosure has been
forwarded to Division, Berlin. |
T have the honour to be,

Sir, - | | .
‘vour most obedient, hurble Servant,

1,1, Consul General.

-etary of 3tate for Forelgn A

1.Pr1n01>al Sec
reign Office,

LtJDvu D.J,A.

my degnatrh;ﬁb.ez ‘of 50th ?/>,§1 
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4 Anrmst 1947,
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DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1. 302&.;

De 10.00 a.m. 16th August 1947,

ilre Duff Cooper
No. 813 Re 10.50 a.m. 16th August 1947.

18th August 1947. o

= . 7526

BPAP (VLIRS ¢ AOOLIIM ) ey,
\

TMPORTANT.

’

CONFIDENTIAL. | Mo LAT )

Illegal Jewish immigration.

Information Officer ilarseilles has suggested

that & French journalist should be allowed to
travel in one of the transports when they leave
Port-De-~Bouc. Officer Commanding Troops is
sgreeable. Ashcroft has in mind a Marseilles
journalist named Audiberg who is well known to us
and who since the beginning has rendered great
service by his objective reporting.

2. Ve approve this propesal since we can arrange
for this journalist's stories to be widely published

in France but we would like to send alse & British
journalist, perhaps a Reuter correspendent, as well
to write stories for the British and world press
since interest will undoubtedly revive if ships
ssil frem Port-De-~Bouc to snether destinatien,

%, Could we have your views &s seon as possible
go that we can mske the necessary arrangemsnts?

[Copy sent te iiddle East Secretariat].
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E 7528/48/31
Confidentisl

| §

DEPARTHE TAL NO.1

Cypher/0TP
FRO.. FOREIGN OFFICE TC PARIS
De 5.40 pome 19th August, 1947

TTT[TT]

i

19th August, 1947

VIV BN

LiLEDIATE

COFIDENTIAL

Your telegram No,E18 [ef 16th August:
Jewish illegal immigration].

e agree to your pronesal, provided that
journalists cencerned are net inferaed about
departure of ships before-release of official

communiqué.

e Od
B 230ULd fay
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: Thank you for your further letter

of August 5th sbout the alleged transit of Jews
through the British Zone of Austria. (You will
now have received my létter No. 369/15/47 of the
7th August referring to your previous letter on
this subject.) -

2. I rather think that you have been
misinformed about the responsibility of the
British Troops in Austria for the crossing into
Italy of the parties of Jews mentioned in your
letter.

3. The British zone ends at Picco dei Tre
Signori. The Gerlos pass leads up to the frontier
at some distance to the west of this point and from
your description of the route - HALLEIN-SAALFELDEN-
MITTERSILL Valley - GERLOS - it would appear that
the refugees did not leave the American zone until
they entered Italy at or somewhere near Passo dei
Tauri. . :

L. This is the route about which we have been
hearing so much recently, and we are disturbed to
find that it is being used so continuously. No doubt
you will take the matter up with the United States,

authorities.

J.G. Ward.

Count Vittorio Zoppi,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Palazzo Chigi.
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 TRANSLATION.

Ministry-of Foreign Affairs.

21,852/378

ROME, 5th August 1947.

Dear Ward,
‘The competent guthorities have rece

stria that sbout 800 Jews will
22nd and 23rd

ived

information from Au
leave Hallein in American lorries on

nth with the intentioﬁ of entering Italy

of this mo

illegally. &
The route which will be teken is as follows:

n-Ittersl, Gerlos Pass and Val Pusteria.

Saalfelde
ot in groups of ten

They will proceed on fo

for the final stage of the journey.
Purther departures will take place on 26th

August and yet more are anticipated very soon after

301440 QYOJ3¥ J178Nd 3HL 40 LHD 1¥A40D

this date.

I wish to draw your attention to this

ication of Jewish illegal entry into Italy,

itated by various guthorities

NOGNO

intensif

which appears to be facil
in Germany and Austria and which 1s taking place in
that particular zone of the Italo-Austrian frontier

which is under the immediate supervision of the

British Occupation Forces in Austria.

Believe me,

Yours very sincerely,

(signed) V. 7Z0PPI.

Signor J.G. Ward, :
Counsellor of the British Embassy,

ROME.
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The British Embassy,

7th August 1947.

369/15/L.7

CONFIDENTIAL.,

Dear Zoppi, |

In your letter DGAP/UPf.1 of the 18th July you
were good enough to give me some further information
from Italian official sources apout the illegal
passage of Jews from Austria into Italy. . I did not
- fail to pass this information on to London and to the
British Authorities in Austria. The latter have now
informed us that enquiries made on the ground have
failed to substantiate the report in your letter that
parties of Jews were attempting to cross into Italy
from the British Zone of Austria. The British-Austrian
frontier control services have no evidence of movements
of Jews in the East Tyrol and the Italian authorities
at San Candido, with whom the British Authorities are in
constant touch, deny any knowledge of crossings or a

C‘.\ a ¢
. y \J \./ \J \J\J

aitéﬁétéd érosSings by Jews from the British Zone.

The British Authorities in Austria would be
interested to know from what source the report of
crossings from the British Zone was obtained. All
their information shows that the actual crossing points
are situated on the boundaries between Italy and the
other co-terminous zones. The most important of the
crossing points is believed to be the Krimmel Pass

leading into the Valle Aurina.

J.G. Ward,

Count V. Zoppi,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
Palazzo Chigi,

RONE i
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ER FROM MINISTER ZOPPI TO MR WARD DATED SFQ_
18TH JULY 1947. -

PN o
i TRANSLATION OF LETT

Dear Ward,

With reference to the continual influx of clandestine
Jews across our northern frontier, I pass you the following
item of information, recently supplied by our competent

authorities:-

Groups organised by the Jews are making almost daily
frontier in the zone between FORTEZZA

attempts to eross the
and SAN CANDIDO, and more precisely at the following points:-

1§

PASSO STALLE (ATERSELVA)

VALLE CASIER{PREDOI)
MONT'ELMO E SAN STLVESTRO (SAN CANDIDO)

FTTTTT

F

Crossings are generally undertaken by grbups of about
thirty, some of which are armed. |

Six thousand refugees from Jugoslavian territory are now
‘allegedly in the British occupation zone. The majority of
the Jews, on the other hand, come from the Russian zone.

A certain SCHOKY, residing in Megano, 1s allegedly
engaged in the movement of these Jews. SCHOKY occasionally

wears American uniform. He is being watched.

d— 190udLafay
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| From the interrogation of a certain number‘of'the Jews
who have clandestinely crossed the frontier lately, the following

| facts are elicited:-

"mor some months Jews resident in areas occupied by the
Russian Army (Germany, Austria, Hungsry and Rumania), or in
zones under the direct influence of the Soviet Army (Jugoslavia,
Poland, Czechoslovakia), have been trying to reach the American
‘occupation zone in order to put themselves under the care of
organisations set up in America for the protection of Jewish

refugees.
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The motive for this migration is the fact that JeWiSh
property is generally confiscated or nationalised, and 1its
| In view of this state of affairs,

owners sent to labour camps.
and because they fear new pogroms, the Jewish communities
favour migration towards territory occupied by Americsn forces

in Austria and in Germany.

Through various assistential (?) organisations, the
emigrants are supplied with money, clothes and food, and are
escorted by personnel in American uniform, bearing group
movement orders to the assembly camps. A few of them jJjourney
along and unescorted, making use of military transport and
bribing frontier authorities. In certain cases transport is
effected in U.N.R.R.A. trains which are used more particularly

to carry women and children.

In Austria the arrival point from the east is the Rothschild
Hospital in VIENNA, from where individuals are drafted to the
following camps:- ' , | ’

/BAD GASTEIN




BAD GASTEIN - SALZBURG - SAALFELDEN - HALLEIN
| (just set up)

HALL IN TIROL (for refugees from Jugoslavia)

an zone enjoy complete
they are under the
"Stateless"

Jewish refugees in the Americ

liberty of movement in the area;
protection of UNRRA. and are issued with

jdentity documents.
Enrolmert has recently pegun for Jews who intend
to travel to_Austria or to the Argentine, on condition

that they undertake” to spend at least six .months in the
voluntary lasbour csuse in order to secure the citizenship

of the state to which they emigrate.

Tdentical arrangements are expected for other South

American states.

The remainder of the refugees are awaiting their turn

for entry to Palestine.

:  Because of the long waiting period, which proves
unbearable, particularly to the youncer refugees who are
anxious to start life anew, a great number of them attempt
to cross into Italy clandestinely. Having once got into

r Italy, they make for the ports of enmbarkation, OI else
try to merge themselves with the Itsliesn population pending

their definite disposal.
The crossings are facilitated by three factors:-

(a) Complete liberty within the camps, because of
which departures pass unnoticed.

(b) The official blessing of the Austrian police, which
considers every paessing Jew as a reduction of the

strain on the Austrian food situation.

(¢) The fact that no punishment is meted out by camp
suthorities to refugees returned to the camps by

the frontier authorities.

‘ Crossings are due to the summons of relatives who have
already reached Italy in UNRRA. trains."”

My kind regards, tC.ee...
70PPI.
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Political Division,
e OORCUBTECTS o
Control ‘Commission ior Cermany,
tish flement),
JgﬁLIL, BehoO.iile

I

POL/89/1563/4.1 1; th Augusty 1947,
00 FIDELTTAL

¢
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Doar dasterm vepartment,

r 0 your letter of 28th July (& 5979/48/31)

F

Please vofe

Our authorities in the Zone haye been aware for some *time
vy Jewish refusees to emi_rate illegally to Sweden
and other Baltic countries. In hawtluular they were concerned
at the establishment of a " Jewd sh ™M shing School" at Hamburg
and a "Jewish saritime Training School" at Neustadt, both of
which were suspected as channels for illegal emi;ration. In
this connection you may have cemn General “ishon's secret

letter Z8CO/PY/16l,/01304/5cc &+ of 26th July to Sir Gilmour
Jenkinse. The FMishing School was LTOScd down in :lovember 1946

and decp sea activities formerly conducted at the erlnlno
School are now no longer permitted.

of attempts

i s3ouasafay
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We are advised that, as a ragult of these and similax
restrictive m asures, the possibility of illegal emigration
to Baltic countries has undoubtedly been lesscned although it
cannot be entirsly aiscounted. . “he auuhorL+1 es gonsider that
ny larce scale mov:ment of 1llcral igh ewl; rants is in any
case wili XVLy since ther: is no lﬂrfe voncenmratlon of would~be
srisrants in the northem part of our Zone and illecal movement
by the southern rontes has always proved in the past to be

much more popular,
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‘hilc the pogsibility of soie attempted ewigration on .

the lines fuared by the Swedish Governmeng cannot be ruled
- out, we are inclined to think that the natural inclination

v
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Hastern Lepartinsnt, N N
WOLEATH OFFIC, Y N
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SEST 0 EPET . ]
&gq tne emforants themselves to move southward and the
> careful w§tch the Lritish authorities are ndlntalnznu

in this agea will both militate a- cainst such a development,

Yours everj

/

Chancery
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His Majesty 8 Consul-General
Nz D, 5, 55 p.m, 16th August, 19A7,

ngust, 1947, R, 8 50 p.nm, 16th August. 1947,

Repeated to Paris,
| | 1111

RESTRICTED
Illegsl Jewish immigration,

ly telegram Neo, u.o.

L Two disembarkations teday, othcm:o nathing to
_ report,
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DEPARTHENT AL NO, 2

Code/R

1

FROM MARSETLLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE

His Majesty's Consul-General
No, 140 | D, 7,20 p.m, 15th August, 1947

15th august, 1947  R. 9.30 p.m. 15th dugust, 1947

Repeated to Paris
ddddddd

IMMEDTATE
RESTRICTED

NOGNOY ‘331440 QN0I3Y 5178nd 3HL 40 1HDI1¥ALOD

Illegal Jewish Immigration.

zz:sry e OJ..

My telegram No. 137.

One sick woman disembarked todey otherwise no

deve lopments,
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Following document(s) retained in the
Department of origin under Section 3 (4)

of the Public Records Act, 1958
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FROM_BRUSSELS T0 FOREIGN OFFICE

U

¥z Hﬁl‘ris@n. ' |
&90522 . De 3,85 peme 15th AuguSt, 1947

1 5th August, 1947 R. 5.50 pem. 15th August, 1947

Repeated‘t@ Jerusalen

X N RN RN

i 29JUBL a,(aa

Yy telegram No.+ 315

O
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Heekly report.

Mo change.
PleéSe”repeat to Jerusalew as my telegram
1010,

[Copies sent 1o Telegraph Section,
Colenial Office for retransmissionls
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FROM CAIRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr, Bowker | |
Re 3,40 p.m, 16th August, 1947

No% 103 Saving
‘rj 1]&318* 'S 19”‘7

ddddddd

Following from His Majesty's Consul-General
Alexandria telegram No, 9 Secret, dated 11th August,

1947,

Addressed Cairo reference de
S.0.(I) Port Said. :

Reference suspect weekly shipping report No. 15
which arrived 9th August. o -

"Phoenix" arrived Alexandria 7th August and sailed
10th August for Tripoli (Syris).

~
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D 7.20 Pels 15th August 1947
Re 9.25 Poits 15th August 1947

15th éugust 1947 e
Repeated to Fereign Offics Nb. 159

¢cagcgo \QZZ/Zi\iiligii;!JEif ?

M3 1AT

Please add the f@llewing te my weckly rup@rt en — =
suspected shipping dated August 15th:

Albertina left Mhrseillcé for Casablanca with
tons carge August 7th, . ” .
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00 Sl Do L1.88 pom. August 18th, 1947,
@@gms@ 18th, 1947, Re 2.56 Poll, August 1@%@ 1947,

Repsated to Berlin
Lubbecke
Marsellles
Jerusalem
Weshington
Co=in=(, Mediterraneean

o
d

5

Sk

JJIJ

0. please pass to Berlin, L@hb@@k@ J@?ﬁ%@l@m
con A8 my @cl@gfinﬁ Nos, 1 nd 177

r@spc@@EW@ly and to @@.”‘A@@KMi@@@hg f’M@@i%@f@@m@ Mo

Lgration to Palestine,

You will realise that en announcement of decision to
send immigrents back to Germeny will produce wiolent hostile
outburst in the press, ld be glad therefors of all
details as to the sctual arrengements which will be mad
their reception in Germeny for use with the puess,
exsmple I presume they will be kept together in camp
what @@g%@% of freedom will they have? More details
be given even on such %@iﬂﬁ% as the provisioming of the ships
en route to Hemburg will be useful in circumseribi

speculation,

, I have consldered whether there %@uid be advantage
in making a final gg@@i te the French T
foreible disembarkatien im Pert de Bous
Mediterranean pert) with a careful defin
t@ Wh@@h French ce-eperatien weuld be necessa
rever that ﬁh@ French Gevernnent %@&1@ net
te such an appea 1
@ﬁh@r their ref

301440 QHOJ3Y 317804 3INL 40 LHDI1YAL0D

HOOHOT

9, It would neverthelesz be desireble that when
n the peint ef makir annevncemsnt I sheuld be @uﬁh@ri@@
te inferm the Freneh G pent of what 1s inte

that whem the Consul-Gen rees on beard te
nmication te the lmmigrents he sheuld be @@@@m@@

one (repeat oms) Frensh e 0v§i@i@3vwa@@ buginess it
eiphaszise ones mere that the i i ;
disembark in Frence as free nen,
opies sent to Telegraph Section Colonial 0ffice for tra
- bpission te Jerusalem, to War Registry Adwiralty for tran
. to C=in-C Med, and te Message Contrel for treng
¢ Lubbecke,

i




OUTWARD TELEGRAM

is of perticular secrecy and should be

[This telegranm
authorised recipient and not passed o

retained by the
E 7488/48/G

Top Secret
Cypher/OTP - CiBINET DISTRIBUTION
FROL FOREIGN OFFICE TO BIRLIN (MILIT.RY GOVIRNOR) NO, 2885

D. 8.10 p.m. 16th isugust, 1947

16th sugust, 1947.

Repeated to Paris No.1844 . )
o ~ uerseilles No.,118 -~ ° 7 )
Weshington Nol.8280 ) Inmediate
- Jerusalem | )
Commender-in-Chief Mediterraneang
Coamender-in-Chief .l LeFe ‘

. . . \')}A»all4f' : :
- MOST TIMMEDIATE
I0P_SECRET
,'Jewish illegel immigretion to'Palestine.“

It hes been decided thet the three British transports
which have been waiting at Port de Bouc to disenberk the -
4,500 Jewish illegel immigrents ex "President Jarfield"
cannot resain indefinitely in French waters if the Jews
continue to refuse to disembark and the French authorities
decline to co-operate in forcible disembarkation. The
Cabinet have lail it down that these Jews shall in no cir-
cumstances be returned to Cyprus or Palestine and it 1is
accordingly necessery for us to be ready to accomnodate them
in some territory under our jurisdiction. The Colonial
Secretary hes thoroughly investigated the possibilities of
British colonial territories but inforus me that there is

no accoamodation whiah could be ready in the nesr future, in

eny Colony. It has therefore been decided, after careful
consideration, thet in the event of final failure to secure
disemberkation in the South of France the Tews -should be
sent to Hasburg and accommodated in the British Zone of
Germeny. I very much regret that in spite of previous
assurances youshould be called upon to accept these refugees,
but I aa reluctantly convinced that this is the only

prac ticable course open 10 us.

9. I have not yet abendoned the hope that we may
secure the disembarkation of these Jews in the South of
France. The French Government sre still preparcd to accept

LUBBECKE ( FCR; COucuyiDiER= IN-CHIEF)
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-9 -

any who volunteer to diseubark. It is:therefore proposed
to nake:a final formal announcezent to.the 1llegal iami-
grants that they are to .be sent tq Hauburg if they naintain
their refusal to Xgnd in France, and.to give them 48 hours
to think it over. Every -effort will be nade at that stage
to enlist the help of responsible Jewish representatives ..
in persuading. the Jews to land and to spare ‘theaselves.
further confineuent and suffering on a voyage to Northern
European waters. loreover I shall subsequently press

the French Governaent to accept the Jews back by train

fron the British zone, if they have -to be sent “there.

By that time therc may be-a greater nuaber of volunteers
whon we should in any case expect the French Governnent

to, accept -dn accordance with their ex1st1ng offer.';'

5.. ‘You will be- kept cTOSely 1nformed regardlng
further developuents and in particular of the prospestive
place and date of disembarkation,  Those who do not.(repeat
not) disembark are llkely 40 sail from Port de Bouc ‘

before Lugust 24th.

4, Our intention of pre831ng the French to receive
the illegel izmigrants by land from the British Zone nust .

be kept secret for the present. Its revelation fow - would
obviously reduce the chance of persuadlng then to dlsenoark

at Port- de Bouc.
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19 AUG 1947

Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL No. 1.

FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE.
D, 1,10 p.m, 18th August, 1947,

TTTTT]

Yoo 183

18th August,1947,

I

R, 4,45 p.m. 18th August, 1947,

Repeated to Paris,
333

TTTTTTT

TREDIATE,
TOP_SECREIL,

I1legel Jewish immigration,

Your telegram No, 1866 to Paris and your telegrem
No, 120 to me,

9, Transports have only enough bunkers to take
them to Gidbraltar and can put to sea as soon as food

supplies for the voyage have been put on bosard,
P o distriggti@n comnittee

As you know, American joint
s with food at Port de Bouc

heve been supplying the Jew
through the French Charity Oﬁganisatien on a day te

day basis which arrangement will esumably cease

vwhen imminent depsrture of the ships is announced,
and enough for

Food supplles can be purchased locall
t on bosrd in ferty-elght hours,

the voyage can be
I gssume that nothing should be ordered until we see
the reactions of the Jews to the announcement

You are doubtless

mentioned in your garagraph 2.
3. Chevren carries 30,000 iren ratiens

aware that H, .
which were sen% recently from Gibral%ar for amer%ency
e

use only with Admiralty sanctien, These eould
placed on bosrd within four heurs if necessary.

est announcement should be confined to

5% 1 8
statement to %%%t effect that it 1s made on behalf
of His liajesty's Government and iss [Be ns] that these
Beuc within ferty-eight

whe do net disembark at Port de
heurs will centinue the journe in the same transporis

teo Hambur%. Ends], t might be well to add
whether t ag 11 be turned leese en arrival at Hemburg
or whether they will be plaeed under constraint there,
I censider the announcement sheuld be made by Offlcer
Cermanding Treops in my presence and in the presence

of representative of Prefecture larseilles and of the
Jewish Agency if yeu can persuade them te co~operate,
please see my telegrem No, 136, Ve here see neé
@b}gctian te publishing destinatien forthwith,

Officer Cemmending Treeps censiders that the Jews
will welceme decisien te send them to IHemburg.

ilieving ef transperts further out will render provisiening

P bk fficult,
I y
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4, You will appreciate thai departure of
cenvey is rendered urgent by the Jmi ien of "Ogoan
Vigeur" reperted in paragraph 4 of my telegram

Ne, 127, 1If she has net left by the end of this
week officers and such of the erew as we heave
 been unable te replase will walk off and the ship
will be immebiliged. @ .

. 6, This telegram has been eed with the

%aptain of 1,1,S, Pheebe and with

roeps,

6, Ferel

ereign Office repeat Immediate Berlin
and Jerusalenm, -

[Repeated Immediaste te Berlin and coples sent
to Telegraph Sectien, Celenial Office for
transmissien te Jerusalem], » |

fficer Cemmanding

e
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FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE,
Mr, %:g. | D. 8.10 p.m. 18th August, 1947,

Ne,
18th Aug%gt7 R, 11,45 p.,n, 18th August, 1947,

TTTTTT]

i

Repested to Paris,
3339

DOIEDIATE,
SECRET.

d F3ousiafay

NOONOT ‘3J1440 ONOD3¥ 5 198N0d 3HL 40 1HO1¥AJO0D

Illegal Jewish Immigratien,

iy telegram No, 142,

Partial hunger strike at 24 heurs en
"Runnymede Park" to-day., Exaggerated reperts
given te the press by Jewish Agenoy which have
been denied by Ashereft, Three disembarkatlens

yesterday, nene to-day.
[Copy sent te lilddle Zast Secretariat].
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Cypher/OTP DEPAR 101

FROM MARSETLLES TO FORETGN OFFICE

Mr. Kzg
1 De 700 peme  August 19th,1%47.

NOe
Augus;‘t 19th,194:7o Re Delb Delie AugU.St 19th.194:70

Repeated to Paris

TMMEDIATE
SECRET
Illegal Jewish immigration,

My telegram NO. 145. \

A hunger strike was staged on three ships yesterday
but passengers consumed private food stocks and have
resumed normal attendance for meals to-day. Passengers
in “Emfira Rival' are more difficult than in the other
two sh and strained tempers may ead to the necessity
of disciplinary action. o disembarkations to-day.

[Copy sent to iiddle Zast Seoretariat]
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Top Secret.
RRRX
BRNBHA-
Kaoxoe.
ReLX

Draft. ﬁfﬁ

Marselil¥es.

s

Telegram.

(:5’, Ay vee
WO

- Bt uns
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p, 0.7

Cypher.

Distribution :—

Cabinet

Copies to :—+"

August

Ik%f%ﬁgé ik

MOST IMMEDIATE

| S ——
RS it a;
Ty

SECRET

Jewish illegal immigration].

to the illegal immigrants:-

suggested by you to be made
in your presence. I agree
French Government should be

as suggested in paragraph 3

L AN

see (c) below.

simultaneously in London.

0 m

as appear sSvu

=

B )
oy it e

P e e e S

Your telegram No. 142 [of August 18th:

er—iiM—hnbessador—at—Pariesy I shall be glad
if you will adopt the following timing in

regard to a final announcement of destination

(a) Announcement on the lines

by 0.C. Troops
that the
pressed to act

of Paris

telegram No. 817, but they should not be
g howxr

informed of decislon]belore time of

general release, auiag-ﬁa-n‘-h-mﬁihiﬂuun-
They should then be urged.to send their
representative on board as soon as possible.

As regards representative of Jewish Agency,
(b) Announcement to be made on board

the transports at 11 a.m. B.S.T. on

August 213t.j Press will be informed

(c) Acting head of Jewish Agency offices§

I
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MJMMACMI j]0.30

in London!will‘be asked to call at WP g, m.

on August 218t eb~the-Coloniatoffiens and tol

aStAtance m ow/ WW_be 9w,
that M 1€1r

representative to go to Port de Bouc in order

to persuade the illegal immigrants;to land.
(d)~If disembarkation is not proceeding
. the

transports should 4ees leave Port de Bouc of

for Gibraltar. Illenal immigrants will thus

have 36 hours to thlnk the matter over.

2. You wie Yow drpvelion fqoﬁd

Afb deka s vk ualln ln.tkhnduv“vv"’h
Wik OC-TYoor.i and. jm Commandy,

q.8 .
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EYbIS &
n is of perticular secrecy and should be

[This felegra
retained by the authorised reecipient and not passed on,]

L4

Top Secret,
CYPHER/CTP

CABINET DISTRIBULION

I

FR(I FORBIGH OFFICE TO MARSLILLES

BRERREE

Ho, 123,
D: 9,30 p.i. 19th sugust, 1947,

19th Lugust, 1947,

pPeris No. 1868, ).
Commander-in-Chief Jieditorransan, ) o5 Inncdiate

Jerusalem, )
veshingten,No. 8437, ) Important.
Berlin No, 211X )

';-, ‘:: @ @' E;],';? f@ ,;c«‘; ..\)

F1

Repeated to:

i ousiafay

o '
TIE O
391
440 QN0J3¥ 3178N0d 3HL 30 LHDINAJOD

MOST DMEDIATE

TOP SLCRET
Your telegram No, 1A2 [ef August 18th:

immicrs tion].

I shell be glad if you wil
in regard to & finsl announceme

jllegal immigrants:=
ested by you te be

(s) Anncuncement en the lines sSugg
made by 0.C, Treops in your presence. L agree that the
act as suggested in

French Goverrment should be pressed to
parcgraph 3 of vepis talegrem o, 017, but they should
il half en hour before

ot be infermed of decisioen unt

time of genersl releasc. They sheuld then be urged %o
send their representstive on beard 8s soon &5 pessible,
1s regards representative of jewish Agency, see (c) belew,

(b)‘Annsunccmcnt to be made on beard the transpoerts
Please arrange for inter-

at 11 a.,m. B.S.Te en August 21st,
pretation te be made in all necessary languages., rPress

will be infermed similtansously in Lenden.

Jewish illegal

1 adopt the follewing timing
nt of destinstion to the

NOONOT

of Jewish Agency offices in Lenden
and Jerusalem will be csked te call at 10,30 &,m, o1
assistance in our power

Augnst 21st and teld that every
will be given to enable their representative to 20 to
1 immigrants

Port de Bouc in erder te persusde the illegs

to land,

(a) If disembarkstien is not proceeding the tr
sheuld lesve Port de Beuc at 11 p.m.B.S.T. on August 22nd
fer Cibraltar, Illegel immigrents will thus have 36 heurs

to think the matter ever. |
2, You may use your digcretien in regard to details ef
1tstien with 0,C.Treeps and Naval

victuslling in censu
Commander.

(c) Acting head

ansperts
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(] [This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be -C;Qﬂ’
retained by the authorised reclpient and not passed onl.

Top Secret |
Cypher/QTP CABINET DISTRTBUTION
Vs

E"‘b/b/ffg )€ FRo FOREIGN OFFICE TO PARIS

| D. 9440 peu. 19th August, 1947

No.1869

19th August, 1947
Repeated to Marseilles No.124.

POV OIS IP

3

DOLEDIATE

My telegram No.123, toO Marseilles:
Jewish illegel immigrationl. |

[of August 19th:

FTTTTT

I

l

1 shall be grateful if you will communicate to the

French Government, His Mejesty's Govegpment's decision
gnd the text of the British communique at 10.30 a.m.
B.S.T. on August 91st and press themto acl as suggested

in your telegram N0.817.

9. I regret that it is not possible to give the
French Government longer advance notice but it is of the

nighest importamce that there should be no leakage _..
enabling Zionists to take further steps to influence the

Jews against disembarking before the announcenent 1s
@ade to then.
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DEPARTHENTAL NO. 2.

3 IGN OFFICH TO MARSKILLES,

No. 128

20th August 1947, De 4.27 p.ms 20th August 1947.
Repeated to Paris Ne. 1880 )
‘Jashingten Ne. 8475 )
Berlin Ne. 2430 MOST
Jarusalenm ) IMMEDIATE.
Commander-in-Chief ilediterrsnean
YVVY
MOST MJEDI.riTE °

SECRET.

iy telegram Ne. 123 [ef August 19th: Jewish
illegal immigratien].

You will have seen from amenduent te Cemmuniqué

that time of salling has besen put ferward te 6 p.m.
B.S.Te August 29nd., Resson is that it has been
suggested here thet there weuld be outery if Jews
were sent off en the Jewish Sabbath, which starts at
sundewn en Friday. Please amend my instructiens

accerdingly.

2e I trust the amended heur will be convenient
lecally. Pleasc keep Officer Cemmanding Treeps
and Naval Commsnder infermed,

STE O
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/ K15 — 15 5UG 94T 5
(112/79/47) winister ({'
is Majesty’s AXBEXXHK presents his compliments to
His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs
and has the honour to transmit herewith copl®8of the under-
mentioned paper. ’ ‘

TTTTTT

I

BriTisa EMBASSY,
CAIRO.

13th August, 19 U47.

TTTTTT]

|
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Reference to previous communicay'o/n :

Your Printed Despatch No. 508 of 25th
July, 1947.

Description of Enclosure.

Name, Date, etc. Subject.

FROM: British Consulate- Captdn Lazar
General, CHODOROV, and

Alexandria. the s.s. "lLee Sang".
Enclosures to

Compliment.

Slip No.

32/10/2

of 30.7.47.

: Gi 290Us43 fay
371430 Q¥023¥ 5178Nd IHL 30 LHD1HAOD
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7”As received under Compliment 31lip from
— British Consulate General, Alexandria, No. ’75;’
32/10/2 of 30th July, 1947./
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COPY/JMK
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From: H.M. Consul General, Alexandria.

To: staff Officer (Intelligence) Levant & Eastern
Mediterranean-'

Date: 30th July, 1947.
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With reference to your letter 0.8. 4?/223/47,of |

the 28th June regarding the s.s. "Lee Sang” I have,
in the absence of Trattles, falled to make out ,
exactly what 38 his relationship with Edde of Beirut.

/
[

The ship is. apparently to operate for some
while now in the Red Sea, where she should be away

from risk of this Jewish trade.

7
/

NOQNOT

Chodorov, the Master, originally told me
that he was well known to Mr. Brett at Suez and I
therefore attach copy of a note Mr. Brett has

made out.

I am sending a copy of this letter to the
Embassyat Cairo.

(Sgd) C.H. SUMMERHAYES.




COPY/JMK

Captain Chodorov was formerly employed as a Mate on
one of the Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Co. vessels on the Suez-
Red Sea Oilfields run. He enjoyed a good reputatlon as
o seaman and I always heard that he was honest . Early in the
war, as promotion was slow, he left the Anglo-Saxon
Petroleum Co. and served on various ships in the Suez area
and on the Red Sea run. He was for a time Chief Officer
of the "SANG". When Massaua fell he went as an emglo ee of
the M.W.T. to take charge of the ex-German vessel LIEBENFELS"
which had been reised by the “mericans. Under very
difficult conditions he took the vessel under her own steam
to Holfa for a refit and then took her to the United
Kingdom. This latter part of the trip for the account
of the B.I. Co. On his arrival in the United Kingdom
‘the B.I. Co. put their own crew aboard and Captaln Chodorov
was repatriated to the Middle East. I am not very sure of
his movements after this, but I know he was for a time
on the "STAR OF MEX" before going to the "LEE SANG" as Master.

‘As Captain Chodorov was in th
period of time, I got to know hlm fairly well, especlally

over the "LIEBENFELS" job which he handled extremely well.

From odd conversations I have had with him, 1t appears that
he was brought up for many years in Russeia where his father
had sent the family owing to the difficultles Jews had

to contend with in Poland. I believe he stlll has a ,brother,
s doctor, in Russia. As a young man he became a Zionist
ploneer and went to Palestine. He married a Jewess of
Russien stock but born in Palestine. Being a seamean at
heart he soon tired of the life on the commynal farm where

he first went, and returned to sea. I don t know the names of
the ships on which he served at that time but I do know he
was at Cdynia when wer broke out in 1939. He was on a vessel

taking cargo for the Mediterranean.

I belleve him to be a clever busliness man but one who

would not get into unncessary trouble to earn a few exira
pounds . He belleves in Palestine for the Jews butl he

believes in building up on a sound basls end I have heard
him express the hope that the Pslestine merchant marine

fleet could be built up into a good regular fleet on
“U.K. 1lines. If he still holds this view then I would rule

out illegal immigration.

RMMB .
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CoLoNIAL OFFICE, -

Downing STREET, S.W.1.

14th August, 1947.

I(?("'C@\Z?v\‘\/"

Since our talk the other day about the Jews from
the President Warfield, now at Port de Bouc, both
Duff Cooper and the Consul-Genéral, Marseilles, have
reported that they see no signs of & break in the present
deadlock, and that although these people have been on
board the transports off the French coast for nearly three
weeks, their determination to stay put remains unshsken.
So far only some 120, most of them invalids, have decided
to accept the French offer of hospitality, and there have
been no disembarkations in the last few days. ‘

It seems clesr that the only way of ending the
present intolerable situation is to announce as soon as
Dbossible our decision to send these Jews to a definite
destination which should be such as to make the prospect
of landing in France preferable to this alternative.

. There are two cogent practical reasons for
ending the deadlock as soon as possible. As you are aware,
there has already been difficulty with the crew of one of
the transports whose articles expired a few days ago.

I now learn that the men have agreed to the extension of
their agreements until the 24th August, but if the ships
have not moved from Port de Bouc by then, it will be
necessary to send a ffiesh crew from this  country. I
understand too that there may also be difficulty with the
troops on board the ships, as their discipline, hitherto
admirable, may become affected since some are due shortly
for discharge or leave. '

I am concerned too at the continued absence of
the large transports from Palestine. These ships could
not be back on station in less than four weeks from the
date of salling from Port de Bouc. There are seven
illegal immigrant ships with a capacity of 5,700 which
could sail for Palestine in the near future. The situation

would be most difficult if several ships were to arrive:
together,

The Rt.Hon.RErnest Revin, M,P,.

I
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together, and there could, of course, be no guestion of
a refoulement operation while the transports were away.
Since ships employed on this work must, for security
reasons, be properly fitted out, it would taeke at least
six weeks for additional ships to be made ready, even
if they could be provided by the Ministry of Transport,
who are already extremely hard pressed for ships to

meet existing commitments.

I have explored most thoroughly the possibility
of sending the Jews to British controlled territories.
80 that you may asppreciate my efforts in this regard I
attach 8 note to this letter shewing the results of my
inguiries. You will see that there is no prospect of
receiving more thgn a few hundred in the Colonies in
the immediate future and that accommodation, supply and
shipping arrangements would even then make eventual
reception a matter of great difficulty. In all the
circumstances, 1t seems inevitable that if the French
Government will not be more co-operative, Germany alone
can- receive them, What feeling of distress attends
these people should this solution be necessary is entirely

their own responsibility.

I therefore suggest that a decision should now
be taken that these people should be told that unless
they disembark at Port de Bouc within some specifiled
period they will at the end of it be taken on by sea to
Germany. The Jewish Agency should, I suggest, be told
of this decision and their co-operation invited in the

interests of their people.
The French Govermment also should be told and

asked to keep open their offer of hospitality so that
any of these people who wished to do so could enter

France by way of the British Zone.
| I
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I regret bothering you about this on your

holiday.

F

I am sending copies of this letter to
Alexander, Barnes, Bellenger, Chuter Ede and Hall.
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retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]

[The text of this telegram must first be paraphrased if
‘communicated to persons outside British Govermment
‘gervice or if transmitted in a cypher gystem other

then 0,T,P.) i /b%_}l
Cypher | ‘*ﬁ(gafg 5
R

CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM LUBBECKE TO CONFOLK LONDON

(From Office of Political Adviser to Commander-in-Chief
Germany)

No. 10494 COG BASIC D. 6620 peme August 18th,1947.

August 18th,1947. Re 9¢15 DPeme Agﬁgst 18th,1947.
(Via Norfolk House)

Repeated to Bercomb Berlin
SSSSS

TOP _SECRET

From Commender-in-Chief.
Your Basioc 8015 of August 16th, 1947,

Further to my telsphone conversation yesterday with

Mr. Maurice Dean, if there is final failure to secure
disembarkation in France, then we can - albeit unwillingly -

accommodate these Jews in the British zone, The% will
be concentrated in one or two refugee cagggrgrdba ly in
ng screening.

the north initially under mi}lltary guard
Neither the American nor the Germans are likely to react

to this favourably however.

9. I would like your confirmation on the following
points as & matter of urgency that

(2) only one ship the ex "President warfield®
will transport these refugees.

(b) A naval escort will be provided.

(¢) We may use military force, if necessary, to
effect disembarkation st Hamburg.

Please also signal

estimated breakdown by sexes to show
children separately.

(z) Estimeted percentage of sick.

4. I sm plessed to note that every effort will
continue to be made to persuade these Jews to land in

France. Also that you inteund subseguentl to press the

French to accept them back by train from the British
sone. 1If both these fail there is at least this to be
at to the oredit side = the probability that_the present

fllegal traffic across Germany en route to Palestine will
be much discouraged.

| A
[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be %ZERk AN
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For Command -Chlaf. Your telegram

111

L §

No. 10494 BASIC [‘ of August 18th. Jewish

illegal immigratioen_/.

TTT]TT]

Illegal immigrants will be carried in

IR

three British transports of ten-thousand gross

registered tons each, EMPIRE RIVAL,

j4af€gmb Bsrling | , L )
°. 0 Roa OCEAN VIGOUR AND RUNNYMBRE PiRK. They will
les T $3 (1. “ ' '

have naval escorte. You are awthorised to

use force in carrying out disembarkation.

IN THIS MARGIN.

2e Numbsrs on arrival at Port de Bouc were

as follows :=—

(a) “OCEAN VIGOUR"™ : 657 males ; 558 females;

F ;’/ I&g ' o
: i $30UsLafay
331440 Q¥023¥ 3178Nd 3HL 30 LHD1¥AJOD

/
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259 childrens.

(b) “RUNNYMEDE PARK" : 546 males ;
443 females ; 405 children.

e

Cypher. (¢) “EMPIRE RIVAL" : 629 males ;

2
:
[
3
(17
(-]
O
=
O
z
X
-
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Z

Lo 601 females ; 291 children.
Distribution :—
Cabinets

e About 130 Jews have landed in France
and these figures wi!!'!!ge t0 be -mivirpsindiay
: s fack ank O
amended in the 1ight orYyinformation from
ﬂkiifafi

Marseille s.chpu 0(4-\9 (Re hanbev

Copies to :— [Who a J Sark .

Lo I much ai?r°c1ate the—*mnsﬁﬂhﬁumdﬁhidh.you

I. & /P Fance 0
"/ | this fwssles onerous commit\ment.

I should be grateful for the earliest possible

Gp 620

information ( repeated to Washlngton, Paris ang

Jerusalem ) regardlng the camps to be used
and the /

(13556) Wt. 43697-140 100m 3/47 G.S.St.




and the conditions in which the Jews will
be lodged, about which we and our Missions
will undoubtedly have a'great number of
critical enquiries. It would be valuable
if we could .enlist the co-operation of the
I.R.0. or the International Red Cross in
denying the likely allegations that the

Jews sre being sent to concentration campsT

I, g 20

IN THIS MARGIN.

NOTHING TO BE WHRITTEN
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(Paraphrasing

1'mwsgy) - |
| ,  OUTWARD TELEGRAM

(This telegram is &f particular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed en)

FRU. FCw, IGN OFFICE (G RKLIT SECTION) TO LueshCKo
TOr SECRET

No 3341 Baslc

20th ,Lugust 1947 MOST L fDIATE

Repeated; Berlin No o050 D o0th sugust 1947
~_Baslc

Marseilles

Peris

]

For Cosmander—in-Chief,
| ~ Your telegram N9 10494 TSIC (of 1loti sugust.
Jewish illegal immigration),
T1legel immigrants will ve carried 1o toree Britist
transports of teg-thousand,gpogsmraglstefedwtons gacn, EMPIRE
RIV.L. OCEsN VIGOUR end RUNWYLEDOE ©aRKe  T08Y will have naval
6SCcort, = YOU are suthorised to usge force 1 carrying out
disembarkatlols

e Numbers on arriv

L 2

al at Port de Bouc wera as followg: -

v N VICOUR UNQUOTE: 697 nales; 558 females;

259 children. i -
R UNLUOTE: 546 m9les; 443 females;

(D) JUOTE RUIYHEDE Y.
405 children.
(¢) ~ QUUTE EMPIRE RIVali UNUOTE: 629 mnales; 801 females;
291 childreng
3o About 130 Je.s have landed 1n Francs and tiese
figures will have to De amenced in the light 0T this fact
anG of infurmation fron werseililes regaradlng the nuiber of
Jews who actually sail.

4 I much ajspreciate your scce stance 0L tLals 20eryds
comiitment. I should be grateful for CUue sarliest possible
inforuation (resested to Washilunglon Parig and Jurusslen)
regarding the camps to be used and the concitions in which
Lae Jews will be lodged, &oout which we end our Missions will
2adoubtedly heve a greal nuaber of critical enguiries. It
7.11d be valuable 1f we could enlist the co-operation of tue
1,2.G, or the International Red Crogs in denylng Ltue like iy

. 10iations that the Jews are being senl Lo cuncentration

(3

Cd al 5.55.

i/c Cous o WOl Strect.

C/aly Originator: 5. C.
JFM/l Distribution: Lreonged by Dowarog Stroet.
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Cypher/0TP DEP/RT.ENTAL No,1
FROM GENCA TO FOREIGN OFFICE

His Majesty's Consul General D. 8,30 p.m, 18th & t
IS 7 Be e 047"

NO, |
| R. 3.15 a,m. 19th Au%ust,
18th August, 1947, 047 .

Repeated to Rome Saving
/S

IM EDIATE

SECRET

Your telegram No, 69,

i Source of information contained in my telegrams
Nos. 25 and 26 now gives f6l'lowing version of his inter-
views with Potamianos which latter did not reveal to

me stating only that he had been approached on one
occasion by a Greek captain whose suggestion that the
vessel could be sold to the Jews at & good price he
turned down without discussion.

2, Source states that he visited the ship in

liay and put the above suggestion to Potamianos in the
presence of other members of the crew and that Potamianos
showed annoyance at the matter being discussed in the
gresence of third parties. 3Source and Potamianos later
iscussed the suggestion privately and in due course
Source put Potapianos in touch with Dandria., Dandria
and Potamianos signed preliminary agreement at Hotel
Columbia Genoa for purchase of vessel by the former
for 80,000 pounds but negotiations later were held up
througﬁ Potamianos insistence on teing paid the whole
sum to enable him to gay of debts on shig, whereas
Dandria wanted debts to be paid first. bSource was to
receive £1000 from both parties for his services.
Source does not know how the matter mow stands but insists
on veracity of his version and states that although
Potamianos may pretend not to know his name which is

what Fotamianos told me in describing the Greek captain
mentioned in paragraph 1, hoth know each other quite well
and saw each other a few days ago. Source excludes
Gasparinatos heving anything to do with the above
negotations which Potamianos apparently carried on without
the for.c¢rs knowledge.

30uaLafay
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Confidential

DEPARTMENTAL XNo:

20th August 1947 | D, 11.50,a,m,21st August 1947
Repeated to Rome No: 256 Saving

L1Xs X
CONFIDENITAL

Your telegram No: 38 [of 18th August: suspect
ship "Kera"],

Gagparinatos and Potamianos were interviewed
here to~da¥. In view of removal of between decks reperted
in yoeur telegram No: 37, it has been decided tc relesse
vessel en fellowing cenéitians, to which Gasparinates has

agreed:
(2) He should sever connexion with Potemianes;

| (b) He sheuld let us knew which firm ef
shipping agents will mansge ship fer him,

(c) He sheuld seck sur approval befere
selling ship,

2. As seon as Censtant snd Censtant cenfim

that pewer ef attorney granted by Gasparinates te
Poiamianes has been reveked, we will sutherise them te

expedite release of ship frem errest.

3, We sheuld, hewever, still be glad ef repert
suggested in your telegrsm Ne: 37 (parsgraph 5) when
vesgsel finglly sails, ‘
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NOele .

FROM MARSETILES TO FOREIGN OFFICE C/Q’

Mr. gzz
Noe 1 De 2455 peme August 19th.194:70
sugust 19th,1947. Re 5el0 peme August 19th,1947.

TTTTTT

3

Repeated to Paris

TTTTT]

DMMEDIATH
TOP 9 BCRET

N

- Illegal Jewish Immigration.

iy telegram [ioe 142.

0.C., Troops considers that announcement should
be made to five or six Jewish leaders on each transport
(one from each hold) for dissemination amongst

immigrants.

2, I agree with this proposal since it will
avoid hysteria occasioned by annonacement made on
arrival of traensportis.

3, You may however wish to consider supplement-
ing this by distribution of leafleis to all immigrants

or having announcemeni made as before direct to all
passengers. This would avoid danger of misrepresentation

by Jewish leaders.

i 80uaiafay
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20th August 1947,  D. 5,05 Pem. 20th August 19A7.
Repoated to Paris No. 1881

i 13ouasafay
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I regard it as very impertant

shwuld have an oppertunity ef faking in the sens

- ameunceneny witheut the intomnadiary ef the leaders.

et vish yeu to ain at makng an ameuncement ot
‘eash held supplemented by leaflets as yeu suggest.
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STOCKHOLM.

No. 222 8th August, 1947.
54/112/47 N

7

s

. :’ ~ ) ;/ o ",;"‘,‘ ‘
—-».‘ CO T / }?‘,"’ e /
Sir,

With reference to my despatch No.190 of July 9th transmitting to
you the copy of a note I addressed on your instructions to the
Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject of illegal
immigration into Palestine, I have the honour to transmit to you
herewith some observations made by the Swedish Ministry of Commerce.

) 4

(TTTTT

o, This document is drawn up in English and it 1is reasonably
easy to understand what is meant, although the last sentence of the
memorandum might be misunderstood in English unless the reader were
acquainted with Swedish constructions. When the drafter says '"is the
proper controlling authority satisfied" he means "if the proper

controlling authority is satisfied".

ent was handed over to me by the official who

is acting for the Head of the Legal Section, he said that it was not
to be considered as a final answer to my note enclosed in the despatch
referred to above. It was merely the observations of one Swedish
Government Department and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs might wish
to modify these ideas in any final reply. The "Board of Trade’ s" |
ideas are inclined to be non-co-operative and the memorandum spends
more time on pointing out how difficult it is to do anything than in
suggesting what might possibly be done. As regards the excuses put
forward for the lack of Swedish action in the case of the Ulua, I
consider that they are rather weak. If the vessel was not a passanger
ship it should not have been allowed to sail with more than 12
passengers. If it were a passenger ship it should have been judged
according to the regulations in force for such ships. Also the
excuses that nothing was done because the vessel was to make only the
comparatively short voyage to a French channel port are particularly
weak in view of the fact that the Swedish authorities were told in
plenty of time that we did not consider the Cuban visas of the Jews
as valid, that we did not believe that the ship would turn round at
Le Havre, and that everything pointed to its use as an illegal
immigrant ship. It suited the Swedish authorities better to believe
the Jewish assertions than those of H.M. Legation because if they had
accepted our statements they would have been practically forced to

take some action.

1

i 8ouaiafay

3. When this docum
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ko In the meantime various Jewish Zionist organisations have
been holding protest meetings against British policy in regard to
immigration and speak of the barbaric way in which the British
authorities are driving the Jews away from Palestine. This does not;
seem to have had very much effect, however, although the influential;
members of the Jewish community here took great care to see that thib
accusation had a reasonably wide circulation in the press. The
hanging of the two British sergeants by Irgun Zvai Leumi has done the
Jewish cause here a great deal of harm, and several papers have

expressed/

The Right Honourable

Ernest Bevin, P.C., M.P.,
etc., etcey etc.,




expressed disgust at this behaviour. The Liberal "Stockholms
Tidningen" calls the murderers "the enemies of Jewry". Sympathy
d there is a growing under-

for the Zionists is diminishing an
standing of British difficulties in the Palestine question.

I have the honour to be,
with the highest respect,
Sir,

Your most obedient humble Servant,
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Royal Swedish
Ministry for Foreign Affairs

The Board of Trade wishes, in the first place, to point out
that the survey contained in the communication of the British
Legation of the Swedish laws and regulations regarding the
control and supervision of vessels, on the part of the Board of
Trade only gives rise to the following observations.

The principal Swedish rule on the subject, which is laid
down in paragraph 24 of the Law of the 16th October, 191k,
concerning the Control of Ships ("Ships” Inspection Act") states
that, if a ship is found to show such defects in various respects
as specified in the paragraph, '"that a voyage may reasonably be
assumed to involve danger of life to those on board, the proper
Controlling Authority may, to any extent required, prohibit the
use of the ship until such deficiencies have been removed".
According to the opinion of the Board of Trade, the expression
"endangering the lives" used in the British note is a translation
not fully equivalent to the Swedish wording "sk&ligen kan
antagas foranleda livsfara for demy, som &ro ombord".

To the knowledge of the Board of Trade only one vessel used
for the purpose of transporting illegal immigrants to Palestine
has so far departed from Sweden. When departing from a Swedish
port this ship was, however, not bound for Pal:stine but for Le
Havre. The vessel was an ordinary cargo ship named "The Ulua",
of Lasiba, Honduras. On the examination made by the proper
Inspector of Ships prior to the departure of this vessel, it was
ascertained that not being a passenger ship the vessel was
considered fully seaworthy and not loaded up more than permitted
in the Convention Respecting Load Lines. However, the valid
provisions relating to passenger ships employed in the trade now
referred to, were not complied with, but the deviations were on
the occasion of the examination not considered to be of such a
kind or of such an extent as to enable the A whorities to forbid
the vessel to sail. According to paragraph 24 of the Ships’
Inspection Act such a prohibition can obviously only be 1issued
if the deficiencies may reasonably be assumed to involve danger
of lifle to those on board. This did not appear to be the case in
respect of the "Ulua'" on account of the fact that the vessel was
to make only the comparatively short voyage to the French Channel

port.

Concerning the two Conventions referred to in the British
note the following facts may be pointed out.

According to the Convention Respecting Load Lines the
proper authority of a ship’s home country or, at the request of
the said authority, a foreign authority assigns certain load
lines up to which the ship may be loaded at various times of the

year and within different geographical zones.

The assignment of these load lines is made in compliance
with the provisions of the Convention but also in consideration
of the fact that, by the stipulations of the Convention, the
proper authority has the right to grant certain exemptions or
deviations which the said authority d&eems reasonable or
appropriate regarding vessels, the kee 1ls of which were laid
before July 1lst, 1932, i.e. "existing ships". It seems obvious
that a moderate loading below these assigned load lines cannot

simply/
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simply be considered to involve such reasonable ground for
endangering life as may justify prohibition of the use of the
vessel. In case the overloading of a vessel (Swedish or
foreign) is so considersble that cause for danger of life
reasonably may be assumed to exist, prohibition to sail is
issued in virtue of paragraph 24 of the Ships’ Inspection
Act. Purther stipulations regarding the inspection of
foreign vessels, founded on the Convention Respecting Load
Lines, are to be found in paragraph 29 clause 2 of the
Ordinance of the 31st December, 1914, with special
Regulations concerning the Control of Ships (Ships’ Inspection

Ordinance).

The Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea is
applicable to passenger ships only as far as the paragraphs
now in view are concerned. The proper authority of the home
country of the vessel has a comparatively extensive right to
make egemptions from the stipulations in relation to the so-
called "existing vessels", which category, according to this
Convention, comprize passenger ships, the keels of which
were laid before July 1lst, 1931, The Swedish Controlling
Authorities supervise, as far as possible, also foreign
vessels to the extent prescribed in paragraph 29 clause 1 of
the Ships’ Inspection Ordinance. Should the authority thereby
find that a foreign vessel is showing defects of such a kind
and of such an extent that a voyage may reasonably be assumed

to involve danger of life to those on board, prohibition to
sail will be issued in virtue of paragraph 2L of the Ships
Inspection Act.

According to the opinion of the Board of Trade the
obligations assumed by Sweden in compliance with article 1 of
the two Conventions would in the first place apply to the
inspection of vessels belonging to the countries which adhere
to these Conventions. However, this undertaking would hardly
imply an obligation to apply the regulations of these
Conventions to vessels from countries which have not ratified
the Conventions. The principal stipulation referred to above,
i.e. paragrgh 24 of the Ships’ Inspection Act is yet
applicable without any restriction.

As will be seen from the above, a Swedish controlling
authority is not entitled to forbid the use of a Swedish or
foreign vessel, unless it is ascertained that the pending
voyage of the vessel in question may reasonably be assumed to
involve danger of life to those on board. Is the proper
controlling aushority satisfied that no such cause to danger
of life prevails, the authority thus by virtue of the laws
and regulations now in force in Sweden, does not seem to
possess the right fo forbid the vessel to sail.

Stockholm the 6th August
1947.
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In sccordance with Sir Orme S«rgent's ruling
in the winute witlhin, I stuted at the official
Comaittee on Illezal Iwmaigration yesterday that we
wicredto make it clear that, should it be necessary
to Tind acconnodation for illegal imuigrents as the
result of further unsuccessiul attempts at
refoulement, the Foreign Ofrice could not agree to
call upon the British Zone in Germany againe It
would be the turn of the Colonial Office to find
a suitable place in British colonial territorye.

2. We had better go on record in writing to the
same effect and I accordingly submit a draft letter
from Sir Orme Sargent to Sir T. Lloyd of the
Colonial Office.

3. Mr Deané*‘final point has been taken care of.

Mr Duff Cooper has today reguested the French
Government to accept back into France via the -
British Zone in Germany the 4,500 Jews now on their
way to Hamburg. A short communigue is being given

to the press today in London and Paris.

WIS YN

( J. G. S. Beith. )
23rd August, 1947.
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Minutes.
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I have been speaking to tyfe Commander-in-
Chief in Germany by telephone/with reference to
Foreign Office telegram No. 2385 of August 16th
about Jews ex the President Warfield. The C.-in-G
has agreed with good grace that this particular
party should come to Germany, but he very much
hopes that this will be the last occasion

on which he is asked to take into Germany
contingents of refugees.

I suggest that it is important that we should
do our utmost to ensure that similar requests
are not made to the C.-in-C, in future and that
the stay of the Jews from the President Warfield
in Germany is as short as possible, With these
objects, I suggest that the Colonial Office should
be asked now to consider what they are going to
do with any future contingent of Jews who may
be stopped from entering Palestine so that we may
not next time be faced with the plea made by the
Colonial Office on this occasion that they had
no time to prepare accommodation in ceolonial
territory. I also recommend that at the proper
moment we should be prepared to exert the
maximum pressure on the French Government in
order to make sure that they will accept the
trains carrying President Warfield refugees, if
these are sent from Germany.

\

1Sth August, 1947.
3ir Orme Sargent.
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Sir Thomas Lloyd,

Colénial Office.

(From Sir Orme
Sargent)

Clocsini ik

ey

Copy toJ—
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Admiralty.
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War Qffice.
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Ministry of
Transport.
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geeé—graee the onerous commitment involved
in accommodating the 4,500 JéWlSh illegal

/ immlgrants from Port de Bouc, in spite of

the fact that he hqd been told that he would

not be required to take any more refugees

in th . ;
, Jﬁ-wdwgé;«uuwm il bl pr
i think I should

.

| : that ~ a%y
' p&aee~i$—on—aacanj{ at we cou

l

any futizs cage of refoulement Whlch ran

Xy

into &tff&eal%ies, agree to saddle Sholto

Douglas,_ with a further conmitiment of this
NE o
kind. S undeprstand that the Officlal
Committee on Illegal Immigration to
Palestine will shortly consider what should
Y

“
be our future policy on refoulement smf I

suggest that we shall have to sstablish

in future cases:-

(a) that the country receiving back tie

illegal immigrénts agrees 1in
advance to use the necessary force
to ensure disembarkation;

that we know in adV4nce Where we
shall send the 1llegal 1mm1grants
if anything should go wrong with
their reéegtion in the country

to which they are to be returned.

>

I am sending copies of this letter to
at the Admiralty, SPQCO( at the
War Office and Guzdrvh;at the Ministry

of Transport,

148 O
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2nd Septemnber, 197.
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1{1a?/9b

The Commendef=in-Chief in Germany hus acoepted the
onerous commitment involved in accommodating the 4,500
Jewish 1llegal immigrents from Port de Boune, in aafta
of the fact that he had been told that he would not be
required to teke any more refugees in the British Zone.

In view, hc?w*=";“é!h%he”§¥§§@'<ff1ea1ties with
which our administration in Cermany 1is faced, 1 think
I shonld record our view that we could not in emy future
esse of "refoulement™ whicisran into trouble, agree to
iadale Sholtp pougles with-2 further commitment of this
ind. o Y

\
As I anderstend that the 0fficlal Coummittee on
Illegel Immigration to Paleatine will shortly consilder
what should be our future policy on "refoulement”, |
I suggezt that we shall have to establish in future casesi-

N

e Od...
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(a) that the country recelving back the illegal immigrents
agrees in advance to use the necesssery force to ensure

disembarkations

NOGNO

(b) that we know in advance where we Shall send the
illegel imnigrants 1f snything should go wrong with
their reception in the country to which they are to

be returned. But in thsat osse their destination
conld not Be the British zones of Germany snd Austria,

I

Colonial Office.
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Minutes.

E! 7724!,ng

We have been going 1nte %hehhg;sélén'df

:What Count Sforza is likely to raise if he comes
‘over to this country as a guest of H.M.G. in

July. It seems unlikely that he will raise the
question of illegal immigration himself, bdbut

you may think that it would be desirable for us.
to phaise it with him if at the time this is still
a very live- question’ with the Italian Government
on which we wish to press Count Sforza if the

op>ortun1ty arises, -

If you thlnk thdt this prdblem should‘be
raised and submitted to the Secretary of State
ag one of the points we do wish to raise, I~ snoulo

be very grateful if you could let me have a
brief note for incorporation in any brief whlch
may be prepared here for the Secretary of State s

conversations with Count Sforza.

AR B
F' D.W. Browns
16th June, 1947.
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WASHINGTON 8, D. C.
13th August 1947

I

TTTTTTT

Dear Department,

Will you please refer to your letter
E 6155/48/31 of 7th August about receiving back
trainloads of displaced persons which might
illegally cross from the British Zone to the

French Zone in Germany.

2. We have discovered that the delay in

the State Department's reply to Balfour's letter

to Acheson of May 26th 1s due to the fact that

they have completely mislaid it. Mr. George Warren,

Py

ﬂ:aauua{ 3y

371440 QHOI3Y J118Nd IHL 40 LHDI¥AJOD

who is the State Department's expert on refugees
and displaced persons} has therefore asked us to

let him have a copy of that letter, and has
promised early action upon it. In sending it
to him we will incorporate the points made in

your letter under reference.
Yours ever,

'CHANCERY
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Eastern Department,
Foreign Office
London, S.W;i.
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The illegal immigrants are due to sail at
6.0 p.me B.S.T. this evening, if they do not in the
meanwhile decide to disembark in France. It appears
in the latest report from larseilles that few if any

will disembark.

2. It will be seen from the minutes on E.7490/48/G
and our telegram No. 8281 to Washington on that

paper that we have taken fully into account the
probable reaction of United States opinion to the
removal of these illegal immigrants to the British
Zone of Germany. The d801sion to do so was taken by
the Secretary of State in line with the views of

the official Committee on Illegal Immigration and

the Ministerial Committee on the subject. Nothing

in the present telegram from Washington appears to
justify altering that decision. The State Department
have only told us what We knew and have refrained
from making formal rapresentatlons. The announcement
of our proposed action will in any case have caused

a certain amount of unfavourable publicity in the
United States this morning and ue should get the
viorse
we now auended 1it.

3. Nevertheless we should perhaps reply to the
{ashington telegram and I submit a draft which may

give them some further ammunition.

Mt QReN

( J. G. S. Beith. )
22nd August, 1947.
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Evvaa/efs |
Cypher/bTP | DEPARTMENTAL NO,1

FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE

iir. Bllf@uro .
Ne, 4608 D. 6.55 pom. 21st August, 1947

21st August, 1947 Rel2.15 aem. 22nd August, 1947

T X W N W)

MOST IMMEDIATE
Your telegram Ne.S8281.

Palestine.

Loy Henderson has asked me to convey to you urgently
follewing message from Mr. Lovett abeut passengers frem
"President Warfield".

2 It is te the effect that although United States
Governuent do net (repeat net) intend to make formal
representations, Lovett considers that despatch of these
people to British Zone of Germany now foreshadowed in the
prese will undoeubtedly cause &an explesion here. He there-
fore begs you mest earnestly to reconsider the matter
even at this late stage and te send them 1f possible te
8 destination less likely te inflame public eopinien,

8. I explained briefly the reasons which had led te
your decision but Hendersen nevertheless urged that
the message be sent to you.

[Advance copy sent to Resident Clerk].
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The United States Ambassador telephoned this morning
to say that he had received a telegram from the State
Department about the removal of the Jewish refugees from
Port d@ Bouc to Germany. The telegram indicated that
our action was causing great disturbance in the United

States and that protests were piling up in the State
Department. The United States Government were afraid

that the British position in the United States might be
seriously prejudiced.

Secondly Mr. Douglas said that General Clay, who
is in London, thought that our action was not strictly
in accordance with the Bi-zonal Agreement., To this I

demurred.

I told Mr. Douglas that, as the ships had sailed
from France, I did not see what possibility there could
be of alternative action. However, I would certainly
have the situation examined in the light of his

representations.
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(Roger Makins)
23rd August, 1947.
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I propose to tell the United States Ambassador
that we had a message from the State Department
yesterday on this question,and give him the gist of

the reply in Washington telegram No. 85786.
I will add that we have today asked the French

officially to take the Jews into France from the

British Zone on their arrival there and that this

approach will be made public in the papers tomorrow.

(e

(Roger Makins)

A..A [/»—‘s
T ;suﬂ(y& 23rd August, 1947.
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JeS@ INMIIEDIATE.

~ Your telegram No. L608 / of August
21st _/ Jewish illegal immigration.

Please inform State Department that we

are grateful for thelr warning. We had

expected a considerable outery in the Unlted

aa a reswit
Sta tes, Jewish

propaganda. Howevery it is literally true,
dampy as stated in our communique , that we have

no other place to put tm-meb
Loituds

. GM‘ at such short notice There 1s/room
Cestrmn av

in - .out mon

ol et X e
preparaﬂomﬂa Be'zf%?{red before such a

1arge number could be ace modated. 7&“ Clsn

WM i Al Editan

eadyesuggesting

that the illegal immigrants are to be sen{/to
a camp named Belsen-Bergen owing to 'the
association with the Nazi camp at BgAsen. You
may state that the camps in view Are
Poppendorf and Ainstaw: near Lub#gck. The rumours
about Belsen are 'typ::.cal of/the way the“v%_g;}é

illegal immigemation operdtion is being weed by
Clued

Zionism termbarrass. Fhaset-owwitd His Majesty 'sji

Government.

e As We sSeg it', the problem is an interna-

tional pretdse noblew The existlng Jowuk

t'c'/f
ifimigredtion quotaYor fifteen-hund.red a month

canfot be arbitrarily altered in tha
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before the United Nations. Meanwhi)e the

organisers of the illegal immigragion

traffie, by sending shipload ajter shipload

into Palestine waters, are j acing on:sHis

M?aes 's Govern@enq.t e Zirect responsibi-
' B T e o

1

3 ) - .

Great Britain, by

TTTTTTT

opening her froftiers throughout the period

F

of Nazi persgtution and during the early

years of the war, has done more than any

other cglintry to provide hospitality fofLEL*S,

. Pl <

v, Teqmived 1o oo So
simgef B0 15 Dow being reviled -
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E.7742/48/G
SECRET
Cypher/0TP

FROM FORGIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON
No, 8575 D. 6,30 p.m. 22nd August, 1947

22nd August, 1947
Repeated to: Paris No, 1909 Immediate
uuuuu

IMMEDIATE |
Your telegram No. 4608 [of August 2lst] Jewish
illegallimmigxgﬁﬁon. & ] .

Please inform State Department that we .

are teful for their warning. We had expecied a
%53 Eteﬂ States =

considerable outcry in the Un as a result
it is literall true,

of Jewish pro ida, However
as stated gn gaﬁacommuniqué, tﬁat we_have no o hgg; i
re is

lace to put'so ople at such short notice,
fimited rggi-gﬁngﬁgga areas under British cant:gé

but momths of preparation and great expense would
required before such a large number could be accommodated.
There can therefore be no question of altering our

decision.

2. You should again draw attention to the fact
that since the French Government have offered to
receive all these Jews in France none of ithem are
obliged to go to Gemmany. If they do so it is by

their own choice.
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Draft.
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My telegram No. 8875 [of August

22nda Jewish illegal immigration\

F

United States Ambassador informed
Mr. Makins on August 23rd that he had
received a telegram from the State

Department about the removal of the

IN THIS MARGIN.

Jewish illegal immigrants from Port

Cypher
de Bouc to Germany. The telegram

Departmental No. 2
indicated that our action was causing
great disturbance in the United States

and that protests were piling up in

/ __
.;. ;“ ‘[ L 8 U

. 130usiafay
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Copy I.I.r~. the State Department. United States
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Government were afraid that the

British position in the United States
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might be seriously prejudiced. Mr.
Douglas added that General Clay, who

was in London, thought that our action

was not strictly in accordance with the

Bi-Zonal Agreement, to which Mr. Makins

demurred.




|20

1

Lates

2. Mr. MakinsCgave the United Stateq

1§/ Renel
Ambassador the gist of my telegram under
reference to you and added that we had ndw]
asked the French Government officially
to take the Jews into Frahge from the
British Zone on their arrival there.

Mr. Douglas accepted this information.

) ;7.8
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E7742/48/G

SECRET
Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2

I

FROM FORSIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON

TTTTTTT

No. 8778
27th August, 1947, De 10,45 a.m. 28th August, 1947.

LR

0000

iy telegram No. 8575 [of August 22nd:] Jewish
illegal immigration.

United States Ambassador informed iir. ilakins on
August 23rd that he had received a telegram from the
State Department about the removal of the Jewlsh
illegal imumigrants from Port de Bouc to Germany. The
telegram indicated that our action was causing great
disturbance in the United States and that protests
were piling up in the State Department. United States
Government were afraild that the British position in the
United States night be seriously prejudiced. !Mr. Douglas
added that General Clay, who was in London, thought
that our action was not strictly in accordance with
the Bi-Zonal Agreement, to which ifr. llakins demurred.

301440 Q40334 5178Nd IHL 40 LHD 14A40D
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2o Mr, llakins later gave the United States
Ambassador the substance of my telegram under reference
to you and added that we had now asked the French
Governnent officially to take the Jews into France
from the British Zone on their arrival there. !ir. Douglas

accepted this information.
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27th A“g“ﬁt’ 1947, De 10,45 a.m, 28th ﬁuguSt, 1947.
0090 *

ify telegrum No. 8575 [of August 22nd:] Jewish
illegal lmmigration.

F

United states Ambassador informed i, ifakdins on
August 23rd thet he had received a telegram from the
state Departiment about the removal of the Jewish
illegal lummlgrants from Port de Bouc to Germany, The
telegram indicated that our action was causing great

disturbance in the United States and that protests

were piling up in the State Department, United States
Governuent were afrald that the British position in the
United States night be seriously prejudiced. Iy, Douglas
added that General Clay, who was in don, thought

that our action was not strictly in accordance with

the Bi-Zonal Agreement, to which ifr, /fakins denurred.
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2. Mr, akins later gave the United :tates
Ambassador the substance of ny telegram under reference
to you and added that we had now asked the French
Governuent officlally to take the Jews into France
from the British Zone on thelr arrival there. !, Douglas

accepted this information,
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[This telegrsm is of particular sccrecj'anAZéhéﬁfdj%L

retsined by the authorised recipient and not passed onl.

Cypher/OTP * CABINET DISTRIBUTION /2 ’—f
FRO PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr, Duff Cooper.
N0.823

21st August, 1947. Re 7,55 pem.2lst August, 1947

Do 7.20 pom. 21st August, 1947

4

Repeated to Marseilles.

PPrreO”re

TTTTT T

IMMEDIATE
Your telegram No.1869,

P

Jewish illegal immigrstion.

French Government were informed of your decision and of
the text of the British communiqué at 10.30 a.m. today.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs at once recommended that an
official should be sent on bosard with a message in the
sense that having learned of His liajesty's Government's
decision they considered it incumbent on themselves to point
out to the immigrants that it was in their own interest
to land as free men in a free countiry rather than return
to a country where they had suffered such hard trials.

i:aouual 2y

O
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2. This was submitted to the restricted Council of
Ministers which was in session st the tiu:. It was turned

down.

Se New text in much more neutral terms which siaply
states that the French Government's offer to receive the
immigrants was still open has now been submitted to Prime
finister and we await outcome. We have pointed out to
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that if consideration of
texts is much further prolonged it will serve no purpose
as the ships will hsve left. - |
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is of partioulsr secrecy and should be

s telegran
1sed recipient and not passed onl.

retained by the author

De 9.40 Pellle 19th August, 19047

19th August, 1947
Repeated to larseilles No.124.

PRSP PIIPS

DOk

My telegram No,125, to larseilles: [of August 19th:
Jewish illegal immigration].

teful if you will comuunicate to the

I shall be gra ;
French Government, His lisjesty’'s Governaent's decision
and the text of the British communiqué at 10,80 a.n.

B.S.T. on Aagust 21st and press theato act a8 suggested
in your telegram No.817.

.2. I regret that it is not possible to give the
advance notice but it 1s of the

$30Ud4ia fay

French Government longer
highest importamce that there should be no leakage ::

ts to take further steps to influence the

enabling Zionis
embarking before the announcement is

Jews sgainst dis
gade to then.
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FROM MARSEILLES TO FORHIGN OFFICE.

I

“ééestyea Censul-General,
N¢ Jo D, 7,00 p.m, 2lst August, 1947,

21st August, 1947, R.11.50 p.m, 21lst August, 1947,

TTTTTT1

/

LI

Repeated te Paris.

i 130usLafay

He, 129,

: Anneuncement was made en all three
transperts ene after the ether starting at
11 a.m, I satisfied that it has been

wdersteed by all passengers.,

2o 'Passen ers of ene transpert have
elready refused te disembark but thelr
gp@k@ﬁm@n stated that erder weuld be

intained,

| 5, Prefecture whe were infermed by

us at 10,50 a.m,, &t first prepesed te send

a representative on beard te renew the
. French Gevernment's effer of welceme, but
“%ubgaquently infermed us that they ceuld

teke ne actien pending receipt ef instructiens

frem Paris.
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[CODE R] DEPARTMENTAL No; 2 / 2

FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE

D. 11.20.a,m.22nd August
G 2oay huens

L ]

His Magesty‘s Consul General
No: 14 _
22nd August 1947
Repeated to Paris,

Re 1.55,P.m.22nd August
1947 '

XeXsX:
TMMEDIATE

Restricted,
Illegal Jewish immigration,

My telegram 148 paragraph 3,

M, Richardot, a sub prefect, left for Port
dngouc early this morning to renew French Government
0 cr. . )
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Code Re

FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE

His Majesty's Consul=General
No. 156 De 10,10 p.m. August 22nd,1947.

August 22nd,1947, Re 11.40 p.m. August 22nd,1947,

Repeated to Paris

THMEDIATE
RES TRICTED

My telegram io. 149: Illegsl Jewish immigration.

Richardot made announcement on board transport,
finishing at 11 a.me There was no reaction. ILater
on six Jews disembarked.

Convoy sailed from Port de Bouc at 6.20 Delle
Foreign Office repeat Lubbecke and Berlin.

[Repested to Berlin]

[Copies sent to Message Control
Norfolk House for repetition to
Lubbecke
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OUTWARD TELEGRAM

) PALRSTING (GenqSir A Cunmingh
Sent 218t Auwm%, 1947, 11.30 hed.

nmaga Secrab \(YWWM&”; "

g denl

,.-f"ﬂ”"

WARFIELD Iemigrant

Locker and Rowson werd given a m:;mr t?f" Bhe
cmmnﬁigu@ 8% 10.30 B.8.T, this morning. It was
explained thet coples were belng glven o Agensy

- represeatabtives in Jerngslem and thet the Agency wes.
being asked %o co-operate :L_n satting the 111@3&.1
imgrmm off the ships in France.

| Locker's pesction m@ one of comgplete
refusal 0 ch-operate so far ae he was concernsd here,
end be was spre that the answer would be the same in
Jernsalem. He ezpressed his desire to wreglster |
Lorthwith the strongest poamble pz-omm agaiast the

Seeigion,

et e Jo L]

3021440 QHO0I3¥ J118Nd IHL 30 LHD1¥AJOD
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- The interview lasted no more than. two 2w
thrse mimutes. He was obwviously deeply noved and
resontad ospacially iahax pafaerence o nzmm%

threatas’.

You will of couwrse be neporting 28 scon ag
pasglible vhe rawm of yoar m;mcmah o the Agency .1.3:?
Joruaalen.,

Ll SRS BRI IR P MRS T30 B DU LA TN RO A ALV T IO AN S, KRR AT X WDV B DAREMRNE Y SO AMEILARIEY Sy s g s
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Cop:lee aanﬁ Wam L
Noa‘!o Dowmlng ﬂtmet - F.8. %o Prime Hiriater
Lord President - | Privaty Secrelarnsy
Admirslty | ' | Privaie Secrolary
" | Mest fSea Lopd
e, G.0.8.00d048.
Priveie Secrotary
CoE.GaBs
Y .ColeM. M, Charboris
L. 801eWa Q@R’Qé)
Private Fsovebary
Chied of Air Btafll
8ir B, Broock -
My, T.4A.G.Chariiton
Private Becretaxy
My, C.W.Baxter
¥r, Bﬂiﬁh
Private Secretany
S8ir Henry Wilson Smith
Defence Regiatry
HX’: ?aAo Rgbﬁyta@nw
e, W Gl‘m ﬁugamé
Alr Commodore Koc.>3waa

I

w
Wapr Office
" 1]

a - n ' fgb ‘ » l}m )
®w ﬁgxasef
M.r mni%m

osu&naa offgﬁea
Foreign ofgice
'n o
mn%awf «31’ De:tgnca
L R K2

M. 1. 5.:

48@.'
REBRRE

]

f_é

T

Ministry of '.l‘ransmrt

Fareign Ooffice {Research Dapth.)
" (InfaPOliGy Daptn )"' ¥r; Rennie

Cabinet Ofricea | | | - Commnder Everthed.

399888?5883828

.
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Guidance

Latest from

ning HeM. Consul General
Lt.Cole Grigson, the
, announced to the.

At 11 o'clock this mor
in Marseilles, accompanied by
Commander of the three transports
leaders of the passengers on the "Runnymede Park"
that tho%@&@EO remained on board after © p.m. tOMOrrow
would be| by sea to H amburg. The "Bupire Rival" was
next visited and after that, the "Ocean Vigour". In
general, the news was received quietly. On-the "Runnymede
Park" all leaders made no reply and, after announcing the

decision, the passengers started the Zionist Anthen.

the announcement was being made
leaflets in French announcing
;ion veré distributed

At the same time as
on the deck to the leaders,
the British Govermment's deci:s
among the passengers.

on the "Bmpire Rival' there was no reaction by the
passengers but on the "Ocean Vigour" the leaders asked
permission to at once consult the passengers and said
they would take a vote and give a reply. After half an
hour a Polish Doctor, nominated to speak on behalf of the
PasSSengers, speaking German through a translator salds:

e have taken a vote and we have decided not to
disembark. /e have no quarrel with the British people
and, in particular, no guarrel with the British crews

fe trust in British democracy.

and officers in this ship. %
e shall maintain order and we shall not disembkark in

Francel
o declare a
“jomen and

no signs of any decision t
hree shipse
g about the decks as usual.

There were
nunger strike in any of the t
children were walkin

/
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INWARD TELEGRAM

I This document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person

outside Government Service is authorised.

TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

D. 22nd August, ?9&70
R, 22nd n 22.30 hraé.

IMPORTANT - g
yuy ¢

Koo, 18607 becrst a
L ."‘ :‘,};.
Addressed S. of So
Repeated Washingbon, No. 20k,
* Roms, No. 4i9. (8. of 8. plenae
repeat to Paris as ny No. 418},

Your talezvem Ko. 1899,

TARPIRLD: Tmmigranta.

veedlate peaction of the Hebrew pregn 1S,
vioiont and unanimnoud, ﬁnﬂ Tishuvy in gensval

4 oas p enent open Lo veason, Criticism is “hased
rily on the argoment that ihe Q@Q@im:ﬁ of His

iy’ s Goveroment is a arlme against mmanity

ondly on the sesumption that 1% poprepents & pw}tmﬁ'rg
o3 ?@ Filesh mpgnm%vﬁﬁ‘whig W%df%u i ho The

Lo ey o ha"x’
w31t of Ghe British and s gaimﬁn sy lnsyssse in
,Lmﬂ»frnrﬁﬁ* MRaBLrGE 6n Sha pagrs ol ﬁgbﬁu Kamnsst
epaniment 1g avpunaed by the 8 luaian in the ﬁomrzm,aﬁﬁ
“alonist threeig mw‘i uﬁ&'}u@gaﬂa‘{lﬁ g ﬂ B0 BV 'C‘*E}sz,i@.ﬂ.
Y

- A) & " Lomn "‘ E! |
:"‘J" ":":'}'-; .;’,. Fye v ”5 o ‘; H 'L /LJ 2) :.j l 5 "5 ; " _).f f l; iz ( «';1
f" & 2 g B sy ;?F:‘-a}\amz“c. ) \;("1{-’0\”"")

indacs the refugaak net o cz&eﬁwawk in By ig
ng??m;; group ¥ Q?Ofneinu of the)animug iz 8ir asteh
narsonsliy egelnst He. gviMj while the Vzwambﬁmﬁq QT
ﬁﬁ@ﬂﬂﬁ%&?l&h Peeling of %he Franch i aonteastsd with the

windiletivensag of Hhe $”77lmaq
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aheted wanfiioially

Eo ﬁ&y@P ot Peteh Tlﬁ?&h T
penbhn Will ailow hiwm opr herssld

4 Taoh one oF Bhe ool greuba
be taken off the ahip at Hemburg slilva".
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A on

Go Hrz. Hsyeraon also enefficially indlicated
that the inclident weunld nod ff@p@at not) rasult in the
seggation of Yishuv's gétragale against ierrorism. O
tha other hand, there sre indicsitions that publis oninion
hes beogn ewayed towards support, or abt least condonation,
o e terrorisis., Many obaservers antic”p&%@ & major
Hrroriet otthresl within the negt Low days.

,:e;“

4

rTTTT 11

o I it ie decided 0 meks a Turbther statament
on tha lnag indicaited in second and Fourth g&paﬁvzgh&
ﬂﬁ ynur teiegran Noo 853 o the sffect %that the Franch

s¥ng asked to recsive the immigesate back by land
”W"w zhe Britieh Zo ne, I owenld strongiy urgs thed Lt be
byeheTel ag BCOR 8Y po saible, othsrwise the effest will, in

£ %

&y opinion, be considsrably ddminished.

P

i $90Uasafay

i G fiﬂ@ for transmizsion
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ey

Scpiss pent oo
Ho, 0 Bowpdug - 3 e
Lol Prsasidsnt
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Frivaie 13-"7“@‘&3”“"-_3
G’a 3' 1"& o }é
z&tﬁm gﬁ.sﬂ;:.» P13,
Lk, Col. ©
Privata Seong
: Chief «‘gi‘ Aip &
Cabinat OfLices - 3EP B. ¥rock.
B R . ggy(& %3:"’) "'L &ﬁ’s) "anht. Jr 5?(.1*31
u*eﬁﬁn OfTice - Prlvate Senrstary.
He. G ¥, Barcer.
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mlni..w o Defanes A R m ::“»Am:e:?‘ce:z%‘mry@
' i v mmr gangy ¥ileon Smith.
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INWARD TELEGRAM
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES

Cypher (0.T.P.) 774:, #z? ﬁr

FROM PALESTING (Gen@ ir A, Gnnningh&m;

D, 24th August, 1947
R. 24th " 16,40 hrs.

I&&PORTAE’}.
Qo ¢ Secrat

¥y helegram Xo,.1607,
PRESIDENT WARFIBLD Ymmigreanits.

Jewish Agency Executive have zmb“i.imha&
atateman* dated 237d Augnst objecting to transfer of
imuigrante to Germany as "latest achtion in “the pgnalid
war egainst the Jews' wageg Lo lasy (? two ) yeawrs by

the British Governmenit®. Hailn pointa in staiement,
which la framed 2s direct reply Hto officiel communigue

this weeki-
{1} There is no seiablished shred of Hrubh

in essertion that Jewas refused o land {% from o el
ship undey Zignist threat and propagendz. 0D contrawry,

they hawve themselves resisted the thpeats gnd propeganda g

and mental and physical topigres deliberately inflicoted

by Brliieh Government.

o~ B Pt R
A SR NN

{13) H.W. Sovernment's abbenpis o
2xplagion of refugess in Judy by el ting lustonoes
Apab~Jewish elashes in August o ﬁh&‘“hi@u Vhepe
incldenis had 2o connschion wath Limmisrabion snd 14

of both Aveb spd Jewish compuniiies were COTRBERNGH,

t\l-ﬁw

nresarye LThe psace.

al‘%;’ﬂ}

kanm&r

Leanet ;

are responsiiie o law oo mg {

H 3
: " .
et Tt
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{iv} Attempt of refugess to enter Polestine is nob
illegael, but justified by their nationel and historic mights
to Rational Home and by Mendete., It is prevention of their
entey which is illegal,

{7} The monthly gqueta of 1,500 is arbitrery end devoid
of lsgel or woral avthorlty.

{vi} Jewish Agency cannot sccept H.M. Govermment' s
invitation 30 persuade refugess %o lend in France, since fhis
would amount Yo assisting H.W.Government in vicletion of
Hendete.

{vii) The definition of despevabe atiemps By Jewish
ravvant ol Fasl persecution to sawe themselves in theiy
Fational Home as “Illegel immigreandt braffic® is vilificelion
ol nost humanltarlan work of self-rescue by Jewish penpie.

. {viii) H.H., Government®s Tight ageinst immigeeiion of
Jews imtp Pelestine dleregords every law of humendty, every
obllgatlon under MHendate and mein principles of Chapiter of
Unlted Dations.

{ix] Crusl persecubtion and ¥ilification by Handetory
Power wiil not bresk determination of refugess Lo raburn 0
their Nationgd Home. PO

Py Full text of statement, which accurately weflects prosent
mood of most of Tishuy, follows by eir-wmall. T am congidering
waether an official redeoindsr showld e published on any

oehsy actlion Lsken, particularly in visw of deliberste

faischoot in {i) above, A% the moment & rejoinder would only

tend to aggravate gn already hilghly charged and enobional

gléuation.

3o Jowish Prews comments conitilpue 50 be bither, an
specnlation as 40 what will heppon when ship reaches Bamhurg
is eoming to fore, with reports of devermination ok the npapd
of reXugees not te disemboark in Germeny, which were despatched
by presamen wbo visited RUNNYMEDE PARK shorily hefore hep
departuze Srom Port de Bouae,

.
wen VY ae 4T oy ofa . e - s "L R Tmen RN 19 i . R o
e oy WY OO COLa D8 7 ot QYA R

o
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Copiae sent tote

N, D Doening Straat = P8 %0 Prime NMinistee
Lord Prssifisnt - Privels Secrebary
Admiralty ' = Private Gsaretary
w RPirat Sea lLopd
'&%?c: €§a€}cf§az}3¢h§1§a
‘*iV&ﬁa Jecretaly
T &JS
0ole H.B.Ohapieinls,
g Gol. Prists
ivahe Jecratary
& sf of Adly Biely
ﬁf,‘l szﬂ?f}?‘
?ég}f’,g ?@;&-’}{1 12@2’ 'Li“ ‘i'z
Copmendsyr Bverghsad
I?ié;:i*:‘ﬁffm“?:«" Secpatary
?‘E% ‘of.. ‘JQ{&: (&&E“ﬁrﬁi"’?
Eﬁﬁ Belth
Privats Hecrgtary
Sir Henvy Wilson T
Dgfence Raegiladry
Ho3o | w My, T.ARCDARTECH
¥inin vg oT Franspor® v M. W.Grahem, H.B.Z
Bovvegy s aa | Rgsapgpah e der AAR ’"‘rf,zgmmme K.C.8
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SAVING.

From the High Commissioner for Palestine. — : RN VLD
' ol B, 7 2 B A S

To the":Secretary of State for the Colonies. Y | . 8 SEP 1947

o

/I Y*w% ki'

~

C.S. 603/11._ tgﬁﬂ

’ .
L3} \

. g o Cwa - A.. ]
In »oi
" 4 1

PRIORITY.

My telegram No.1614- PRESIDENT WARFIELD

Full text of Jevush Agency st.atement is as fellows :- |

4 “The expuls:.on from Palestine of negrly 4 600 Jewiah .
victims of the Nazis who reached the shores of their National

'Home in July last, and their forcible deportatior back to

Germany is the latest action in "the sgualid war against.y
the Jews" waged. for the -last two years by.the present British
Government. In order to hide the ugliness, eruelty, and
lawlessness of thid act, an Official. Communique No. 127, was

published, full of misleadn.ng statements."

1. There is not a shred of truth in the assertion that the
refugees’ re;tused t0 land in France "under Zionist thregt and -
propaganda®. The fact ,is that the refugees refused to.be
expelled from Palestine and dragged to any egher place, in
spite of the threats and propaganda of the British Government,
in spite »f the fact that several of the refugees were : ~
wounded and killed on the high seas by British armed forces,

and in spite of the mental and ph,ysiea.l torments,. deliberately

inflicted on them for several weeks in the prison ships in
order to break their spirit,. torments which: included the burning

- of Hebrew holy scriptures sent Q. the refugees in I"rance.

2. In order to Justify. the expuls:.on of the refugees in the
middle of Jaly, His Majesty's Govermment cite incidents which
took place in Palestine in the middle of August - seme. attacks by

Areb robbers which had no connection whatsoever with immigration.

There was not & single Arab in this country whoe connected ‘these

“incidents with the problem of immigration, as. was ' done by

His Majesty's Govéarnment in their Communique. It wes during

these very incidents that puhlic expression'wes given of the
deep- anxiety of the Arab and Jewish masseg-to preserve peace

in Palestine,,as shewn by the declarations made by leaders

of both comnunities and by the peace-making meetings of Jews
and Arabs in the quarters where the - mcidente took pla.ce.

Repudiated Obligatiens. o
3. His Maaeety's Government try to jast.ify their cruel

action by stating thht they are “responsible for the maintenance "

of law and order in Palestine.® .We. regret %o state that it is
His Maj eety'a Governmenu who have be;n ‘the main law breakera
in S

JTE Q)

I

TTTTTT]

i

i:aouua,[ ay

301440 QN¥0J3¥ 5178Nd 3HL 40 LHD 1¥ALOD

rd

/

NOQNOT

66815

L}




(2).

in Palestine aince 1939 when tiney repudiated their sbligation
undér the Mandate - the only citle for British rule in

P'alest:;ne. .

4. The attempt of the refugees to enter Palestine was .

not an illegal act. - They left for Palestine on the strength

of their national and. historie righkt to their National Home,

guaranteed -in Anterrational ‘law under ‘the Palestine Mandate.
It is the arbitrary prevention of their entyr;” into Palestine

- by the M-andide ifandatory Power. which is.-an. 11legal act - the
‘violatien uf''a positive obligation under the Mandate.

'§. . - -The monikly quota of 1,500. 48 sntirely erbitrary and devoid
- 'ofany ,leﬁaal‘ and of moral. autherity; it is based. on-the White
Paper: of 1 9, in contradiction %o the Mandate.. It.is not a

Majesty'a.ﬁovernmant;‘clam but

.change. ir ‘that quota as Kis .
the maintenance of it, which copstitutes a violation of

international law.
@ - His Majesty's Government are inviting tie . Jewish Agency

. to-pegsuade the. expelled refugees i land in France. - The

- Jewigh Ageuncy is obliged and willing to assial, by all means
" at-ite disposely in the zimplementat;;dm:.of.‘thagM&ndatje.,, i.e. in
facilitating-Jewish immigratien intd Palestine,. developing the
- Jewish National Home, bu {1, can. under no circumstances assist
His Najesty's Gevernment in .the violation -of the Mandate.

| §
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7. .. The desperate attempt .of Jewish victims of Nazism, the
.. small remnant of-.6,000,000 slaughtered Jews in Europe, to save
themselves in their Netional Home is defined b{ His Majesty's
Government as 1l1legal lmmigmt wheaffichs This is a - -
 -vilification ef the mest: hohanitarian work « work of self-
' pegede on the paptf-cf_therwich-’people. ‘ S
-85 - --His Majeasty's Guvernment, in their Communique, declare that
‘ . thdy--are “resolutely devermined -to' combatl. illegal immigrant o
 traffie by-every means at ;their»'disgosal-.." /'In their fight
© againsi Jewidk -refugees -His Majesty’s Government disregard every
- 1aw of humanity, and every obligation’under the. Mandate, ac well
B rter of the United Natlons,

i :30u3.ia fay
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B aswthoﬁmain:principles-of-the i
- which “se-affirms faith in: fundamental bhuman rights, in the
X ‘and- 1an. . . in the equal rights

’ ons large and;amal%," and :

_ "reepect_fop,the‘obligations arising from treaties and other
‘ gources. of International Law.® . . - .' . : .o

© . 9w  This eruel persecution and vilification by the Mandatory
_ Pewer will not break the spirit of the refugees who are -

resvlutely determined 1o preturn to their National Home, 10
rebuild it and be rebuilt in it."
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